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HB 2133 
peace officers; United States citizenship 

Sponsors: Representatives Mitchell, Barton, Kwasman, et al. 
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OVERVIEW 
HB 2133 requires an applicant who applies for a position as a peace officer to be a United States 
(U.S.) citizen and provide proof of citizenship. 

HISTORY 
The Arizona Peace Officer Standards and Training Board (Board), as it relates to peace officer 
training and certification, is charged with: (1) establishing rules for the government and conduct 
of the Board; (2) making recommendations to the governor and Legislature on all matters 
relating to law enforcement and public safety; (3) prescribing minimum qualifications for 
officers and certify officers in compliance with these qualifications. The qualifications shall 
require U.S. citizenship, shall relate to physical mental and moral fitness and shall govern the 
recruitment, appointment and retention of all agents; (4) prescribing minimum courses of 
training and minimum standards for training facilities; (5) recommending curriculum and 
advanced courses for seminars in conjunction with the governing body of the educational 
institution; (6) making inquiries on whether the state or political subdivisions are adhering to 
prescribed standards; and (7) employing an executive director and appropriate staff. 

With respect to the Department of Corrections (ADC) correctional officers, the Board is required 
to: (1) approve a basic training curriculum; (2) establish uniform minimum standards, such as 
high school graduation or the equivalent, and physical standards; (3) establish uniform minimum 
standards for background investigations, including the criminal histories of all applicants; (4) 
issue a certificate of completion to any correction officer who has completed prescribed training; 
and (5) establish continuing training requirements and approve curriculum. 

As defined in Arizona Revised Statutes §1-215 a peace officer means sheriffs of counties, 
constables, marshals, policemen of cities and towns and commissioned personnel of the 
Department of Public Safety. Peace officer also includes the following positions which require 
Board certification and may be either, personnel employed by the ADC and the Department of 
Juvenile Corrections, peace officers who are appointed by a multi-county water conservation 
district, police officers who are appointed by community college district governing boards, 
police officers who are appointed by the Arizona Board of Regents, police officers appointed by 
the governing body of a public airport, and special agents from the Office of the Attorney 
General, or of a county attorney. 

PROVISIONS 
• Requires an applicant who applies for a position as a peace officer to be a citizen of the U.S. 

and provide proof of citizenship as part of the employment application. 
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• Prohibits a public officer from offering an applicant a position as a peace officer if the 
applicant cannot provide proof of U.S. citizenship. 

AMENDMENTS 
Committee on Public, Safety, Military and Regulatory Affairs  
• Clarifies that peace officer means a Board certified officer, including correction officers, 

detention officers and municipal officers. 
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