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OVERVIEW 
HB 2119 establishes the Developmental Disabilities Awareness Special Plate and Fund as well 
as the Equine Education Organization Special Plate and Fund.  

HISTORY 
The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) Motor Vehicle Division (MVD) provides 
one license plate to every motor vehicle owner for each vehicle registered. Vehicle license plates 
display both the state name and a number assigned to the vehicle and the owner, as well as MVD 
issued registration stickers. In addition to standard Arizona vehicle license plates, MVD issues 
special license plates for a variety of causes and organizations. The fee for obtaining or renewing 
a special license plate is $25.  From the $25 fee, $8 is an administrative fee that goes to ADOT, 
and $17 is used as a donation to the respective organization.  The cost of each new special 
license plate is $32,000. The money is used for the production of the new special plate. 

According to MVD, there are over 60 types of license plates available in Arizona including 
specialized license plates, with the most popular being the personalized license plate.  There are 
six military special plates, two types of handicapped plates and plates for the three state 
universities.  There are also license plates indicating the vehicle’s status, such as a farm vehicle 
or historic vehicle. 

PROVISIONS 
   Developmental Disabilities Awareness Special License Plates 

• Establishes the Developmental Disabilities Awareness Special License Plate upon an entity 
paying $32,000 to ADOT by December 31, 2015.  
 Establishes that the entity providing the $32,000 will choose the design and color of the 

plates with final approval coming from ADOT. 
 Allows a request for Developmental Disabilities Awareness Special License Plates to be 

combined with a request for personalized plates. 
• Specifies that a Developmental Disabilities Awareness Special License Plate will cost $25 

for originals and renewals. 
 $8 is an administration fee.  
 $17 is an annual donation.  

• Requires ADOT to deposit all special plate administration fees in the State Highway Fund 
(SHF), and all donations collected in the Developmental Disabilities Awareness Special Plate 
Fund (Fund), established by this legislation. 

• Establishes the Fund and allows the Director to administer the Fund. 
• Specifies that no more than 10% of monies in the Fund be used for administering the Fund. 
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• Requires the Director to annually distribute money from the Fund to the entity who paid the 
implementation fee so long as it meets the following requirements: 
 Be a charitable organization under 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code for 

federal income tax purposes.  
 Not be an existing provider of direct services to persons with developmental and 

intellectual disabilities.  
 Use the money to provide services to persons with intellectual and developmental 

disabilities that are currently not being served by the state. This includes dental care. 
• Exempts the monies in the Fund from the lapsing of appropriations.  
• Requires the State Treasurer to invest and divest monies from the Fund, as provided by law, 

on notice from the Director of ADOT. 
 
Equine Education Organization Special Plates 

• Establishes the Equine Education Organization Special License Plate upon an entity paying 
$32,000 to ADOT by December 31, 2015.  
 Establishes that the entity providing the $32,000 will choose the design and color of the 

plates with final approval coming from ADOT. 
 Allows a request for Equine Education Organization Special License Plates to be 

combined with a request for personalized plates. 
• Specifies that a Equine Education Organization Special License Plate will cost $25 for 

originals and renewals. 
 $8 is an administration fee.  
 $17 is an annual donation.  

• Requires ADOT to deposit all special plate administration fees in the State Highway Fund 
(SHF), and all donations collected in the Equine Education Organization Special Plate Fund 
(Fund), established by this legislation. 

• Establishes the Fund and allows the Director to administer the Fund. 
• Specifies that no more than 10% of monies in the Fund be used for administering the Fund. 
• Requires the Director to annually distribute money from the Fund to the entity who paid the 

implementation fee so long as it meets the following requirements: 
 Be a charitable organization under 501(c)(3) of the U.S. Internal Revenue Code for 

federal income tax purposes.  
 Have a scholarship program that aids in advancing literacy through support of equine 

literacy programs.  
 Work to provide the knowledge of the importance of equine in this State.  

• Exempts the monies in the Fund from the lapsing of appropriations.  
• Requires the State Treasurer to invest and divest monies from the Fund, as provided by law, 

on notice from the Director of ADOT. 
• Makes technical and conforming changes.  
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