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Clifton, Arizona Mayor John Decker passed away on November 27, 2013. 1 
John Decker was born on January 30, 1945.  A man of many talents and 2 

interests, he spent the majority of his professional years in the 3 
construction industry.  Among his many accomplishments, he rehabilitated 4 
buildings in the Chase Creek Historic District and was recognized in Arizona 5 
Highways Magazine for his exemplary work.  He was known as "Mr. Historic 6 
District." 7 

John Decker distinguished himself as an outstanding public servant 8 
throughout his lifetime.  Dedicated to his country, he admirably served in 9 
combat as a member of the United States Navy during the Vietnam War.  He was 10 
a patriot and proud of being a Vietnam veteran.  He loved his country. 11 

Even before becoming mayor, John Decker gave selflessly of his time and 12 
energy to the people of Clifton.  He was an active participant in the 13 
community, serving on the Clifton Town Council for many years.  During his 14 
tenure as mayor, John Decker worked tirelessly to make Clifton a better place 15 
for future generations. 16 

John was a good listener and had a good sense of humor.  He was 17 
supportive of the local police department and town employees.  He cared about 18 
people and his community, and he took great pride in one of Clifton's biggest 19 
annual events, the Festival of Lights. 20 

Dedicated to his family, John Decker will be deeply missed by the love 21 
of his life, Marie, his son, Mark, his daughter, Mindi, and her husband, 22 
Dale, his stepdaughters, Donna and Karen, and Karen's husband, Justin, his 23 
stepsons, Shawn and Shane, his numerous grandchildren and 24 
great-grandchildren, his brothers, Jim, Bill and Skip, and his 25 
sisters-in-law, Trudy and Naomi.  John was a husband, father, brother, 26 
grandfather, mayor, biker, builder and friend. 27 
Therefore 28 
Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of Arizona: 29 

That the Members of the Senate express regret at the passing of John 30 
Decker and extend their deepest sympathies to his wife, family members and 31 
many friends and the people of Clifton. 32 
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