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Whereas, in 1925, Tucson's City Council bought 1,280 acres of land that 1 
is located southeast of the city with the purpose of using the land to 2 
relocate Tucson's municipal airport.  The new site was completely constructed 3 
in 1927, and on September 23rd of that year, Charles Lindbergh dedicated the 4 
new site in honor of Lieutenants Samuel H. Davis and Oscar Monthan, two 5 
Tucson aviators who died in separate plane crashes after World War I; and 6 

Whereas, on October 6, 1927, Staff Sergeant Dewey Simpson transferred 7 
the military aircraft refueling and service operations from the old municipal 8 
airport to the new one, which marked the beginning of military presence at 9 
the site; and 10 

Whereas, in 1940, as a result of increasing conflict in Europe, the new 11 
municipal airport transitioned to full military operations and was formally 12 
named Davis-Monthan Field.  During World War II, Davis-Monthan Field was 13 
primarily used by the 39th Bombardment Group to train B-17 Fortress and B-24 14 
Liberator units and crews, initially as an Operational Training Unit and 15 
later as a Replacement Training Unit; and 16 

Whereas, after World War II, the Air Force used Davis-Monthan Field for 17 
separation processing and storage.  Tucson's dry climate and alkali soil 18 
makes it an ideal location for aircraft preservation and storage, a mission 19 
that continues to this day; and 20 

Whereas, on January 13, 1948, Davis-Monthan Field was officially 21 
redesignated as Davis-Monthan Air Force Base; and 22 

Whereas, during the Cold War, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base was home to 23 
the 43rd Bombardment Wing, which set numerous records during this time, 24 
including records for formation, distance and speed flights; and 25 

Whereas, in 1953, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base entered the "Jet Age" 26 
when the 303rd Bombardment Wing, which arrived at the site in 1951, received 27 
four Lockheed T-33 Shooting Stars training jets.   Shortly after, the Air 28 
Defense Command activated and assigned the 15th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 29 
to Davis-Monthan Air Force Base; and 30 

Whereas, during the 1960s, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base served as a 31 
three-wing installation with three diverse missions--strategic missile alert, 32 
strategic bombardment and strategic reconnaissance; and 33 

Whereas, on July 1, 1971, the Air Force reactivated the 355th Tactical 34 
Fighter Wing at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base with the Vought A-7D Corsair II 35 
as the primary weapon system.  In August 1972, the 355th Tactical Fighter 36 
Wing was declared "combat ready" and began deploying pilots to Thailand to 37 
augment the 354th Tactical Fighter Wing, which was flying combat missions in 38 
support of the Cambodian government; and 39 

Whereas, on September 30, 1976, the 355th Tactical Fighter Wing became 40 
the host wing of Davis-Monthan Air Force Base.  During the 1990s, the 355th 41 
Tactical Fighter Wing supported Operation Desert Storm by deploying Airborne 42 
Forward Air Controllers in their OA-10 aircraft to Iraq and Operation 43 
Southern Watch by deploying pilots to Al Jaber, Kuwait to ensure compliance 44 
with the 32nd parallel southern no-fly zone; and 45 
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Whereas, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base played, and continues to play, an 1 
essential role in the global war on terror; and 2 

Whereas, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, through its dedicated personnel, 3 
has shown exceptional commitment and excellence in achieving its mission to 4 
deploy and sustain attack airpower in support of combatant commanders 5 
anywhere in the world at a moment's notice to train the finest attack pilots 6 
for combat air forces and to provide every member of the Davis-Monthan team 7 
with responsive and tailored base support. 8 
Therefore 9 
Be it resolved by the Senate of the State of Arizona, the House of 10 

Representatives concurring: 11 
That the Members of the Legislature recognize and commend the personnel 12 

of Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, both past and present, for their efforts in 13 
support of the defense of the United States. 14 
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