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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 48-803, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
48-803.  District administered by a district board 4 
A.  In a district that the board of supervisors estimates has a 5 

population of fewer than four thousand inhabitants, the district board may 6 
consist of three or five members.  In a district that the board of 7 
supervisors estimates has a population of four thousand or more inhabitants, 8 
the district board shall consist of five members, and for a noncontiguous 9 
county island fire district formed pursuant to section 48-851, the board 10 
shall consist of five members.  The estimate of population by the board of 11 
supervisors is conclusive and shall be based on available census information, 12 
school attendance statistics, election or voter registration statistics, 13 
estimates provided by state agencies or the county assessor, or other 14 
information as deemed appropriate by the board of supervisors.  If the board 15 
of supervisors determines, at any time prior to one hundred twenty days 16 
before the next regular scheduled election for members of a district board, 17 
that the population of a fire district administered by a district board 18 
consisting of three members exceeds four thousand inhabitants, estimated as 19 
provided in this section, the board of supervisors shall order an increase in 20 
the number of members of the district board.  If the board of supervisors 21 
determines at any time prior to one hundred eighty days before the next 22 
regularly scheduled election for members of a district board that the 23 
population of a fire district administered by a district board that consists 24 
of five members exceeds fifty thousand inhabitants as prescribed in this 25 
section, the board of supervisors shall inform the district board that it may 26 
expand to seven members.  Any expansion to seven members shall occur by 27 
majority vote of the district board.  The increase is effective for the 28 
election of the additional members at the next regular election of members of 29 
the district board.   30 

B.  If a vacancy occurs on the district board other than from 31 
expiration of a term, the remaining board members shall fill the vacancy by 32 
appointment of an interim member.  If the entire board resigns or for any 33 
reason cannot fulfill its duties, the board of supervisors shall appoint an 34 
administrator to administer the district with the same duties and obligations 35 
of the elected board.  If the board of supervisors fails to appoint an 36 
administrator within thirty days, a special election shall be held to fill 37 
the vacancies on the fire district board. 38 

C.  Members of the district board shall serve without compensation, but 39 
may be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred in performing duties required 40 
by law. 41 

D.  The board of a fire district shall appoint or hire a fire chief. 42 
E.  The district board shall elect from its members a chairman and a 43 

clerk. 44 
F.  FOR DISTRICTS FORMED UNDER ARTICLE 3 OF THIS CHAPTER, of the 45 

members first elected to district boards consisting of three members, the two 46 
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people receiving the first and second highest number of votes shall be 1 
elected to four-year terms, and the person receiving the third highest number 2 
of votes shall be elected to a two-year term.  Of the members first elected 3 
to district boards consisting of five members, the three people receiving the 4 
first, second and third highest number of votes shall be elected to four-year 5 
terms, and the two people receiving the fourth and fifth highest number of 6 
votes shall be elected to two-year terms.  Thereafter, the term of office of 7 
each district board member shall be four years from the first day of the 8 
month next following such member's election.  Of the members elected as 9 
additional members to a five member district board, the person with the 10 
highest number of votes is elected to a four-year term and the person with 11 
the second highest number of votes is elected to a two-year term. 12 

G.  If a district resolves to increase the governing board to seven 13 
members pursuant to subsection A OF THIS SECTION, the governing board may 14 
appoint two additional members to serve until the next general election.  15 
After the general election at which the two additional members are elected, 16 
the newly elected member with the highest number of votes serves a four-year 17 
term and the other member serves a two-year term.  Thereafter, the term of 18 
office for these two new members is four years.  19 

H.  FOR ANY FIRE DISTRICT ADMINISTERED BY A THREE-MEMBER BOARD AND THAT 20 
LEVIES TAXES IN A FISCAL YEAR IN THE AMOUNT OF FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS 21 
OR MORE, THE DISTRICT SHALL BE ADMINISTERED BY A FIVE-MEMBER BOARD, BEGINNING 22 
WITH THE FIRST GENERAL ELECTION HELD AFTER THE END OF THE FISCAL YEAR IN 23 
WHICH THE DISTRICT LEVIED THE PRESCRIBED AMOUNT, THE CHANGE TO A FIVE-MEMBER 24 
BOARD SHALL OCCUR AS PRESCRIBED IN THIS SUBSECTION.  ON LEVYING THE 25 
PRESCRIBED AMOUNT, THE DISTRICT MAY NOT REORGANIZE AS A THREE-MEMBER BOARD 26 
REGARDLESS OF ANY SUBSEQUENT CHANGE IN THE DISTRICT'S LEVY.  FOR THREE-PERSON 27 
BOARDS WITH A SINGLE VACANCY FOR AN EXISTING BOARD MEMBERSHIP POSITION AND 28 
THAT ARE ADDING TWO ADDITIONAL MEMBERS, THE THREE PERSONS WITH THE HIGHEST 29 
NUMBER OF VOTES ARE ELECTED TO A FOUR-YEAR TERM OF OFFICE.  FOR THREE-PERSON 30 
BOARDS WITH TWO VACANCIES FOR EXISTING BOARD MEMBERSHIP POSITIONS AND THAT 31 
ARE ADDING TWO ADDITIONAL MEMBERS, THE THREE PERSONS WITH THE FIRST, SECOND 32 
AND THIRD HIGHEST NUMBERS OF VOTES ARE ELECTED TO FOUR-YEAR TERMS OF OFFICE 33 
AND THE PERSON WITH THE FOURTH HIGHEST NUMBER OF VOTES IS ELECTED TO A 34 
TWO-YEAR TERM OF OFFICE.  THEREAFTER, ALL TERMS OF OFFICE FOR MEMBERS OF 35 
THESE FIVE-PERSON BOARDS OF DIRECTORS MUST BE FOUR YEARS.  THIS SUBSECTION 36 
APPLIES TO ANY THREE-MEMBER BOARD THAT IS EXPANDING TO A FIVE-MEMBER BOARD, 37 
REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE EXPANSION IS THE RESULT OF THE AMOUNT OF THE 38 
DISTRICT'S LEVY.  THIS SUBSECTION DOES NOT APPLY TO DISTRICTS FORMED UNDER 39 
ARTICLE 3 OF THIS CHAPTER.  40 

Sec. 2.  Section 48-804, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 41 
48-804.  District administered by elected chief and 42 

secretary-treasurer 43 
A.  Until the first term of office that commences immediately after the 44 

next regular election for that fire district after the effective date of this 45 
amendment to this section, a district which the board of supervisors 46 
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estimates has a population of fewer than four thousand inhabitants may be 1 
administered by an elected chief and secretary-treasurer.  Upon organization 2 
of a fire district administered by an elected chief and secretary-treasurer 3 
or reorganization of a fire district administered by a district board as a 4 
district administered by an elected chief and secretary-treasurer, the 5 
elected chief and secretary-treasurer shall serve until the qualification of 6 
their successors at the next election held as provided in section 48-802, 7 
subsection D, paragraph 3.  Thereafter, the elected chief and 8 
secretary-treasurer shall serve terms of four years from the first day of the 9 
month next following their election. 10 

B.  If a vacancy occurs in the office of elected chief or 11 
secretary-treasurer other than from expiration of a term, the board of 12 
supervisors shall fill the vacancy by appointment of an interim chief or 13 
secretary-treasurer.  If the board of supervisors fails to appoint a 14 
replacement within thirty days, a special election shall be held to fill the 15 
vacancy. 16 

C.  The secretary-treasurer is responsible for keeping records of all 17 
meetings of the district. 18 

D.  A.  Beginning with the first term of office that commences 19 
immediately after the next regular election for that fire district after the 20 
effective date of this amendment to this section JULY 29,2010, all districts 21 
that are administered by an elected chief and secretary-treasurer shall be 22 
administered by a three-member elected board of directors or a five-member 23 
elected board of directors as provided in section 48-803, subsection A and 24 
the position POSITIONS of elected chief and elected secretary-treasurer no 25 
longer exist for that district and have no legal or administrative authority 26 
for and in the district.  Persons elected to a three-member board of 27 
directors or a five-member board of directors pursuant to this subsection 28 
shall be designated to serve staggered terms of four years, with the initial 29 
terms of office for the three-member board or five-member board determined as 30 
prescribed in section 48-803, subsection F  G.  Thereafter, all terms of 31 
office for members of these three-person or five-person boards of directors 32 
shall be four years. 33 

E.  B.  Beginning on the effective date of this amendment to this 34 
section JULY 29, 2010, no new fire district may be established with an 35 
elected chief and secretary-treasurer and no existing fire district may be 36 
reorganized into a district with an elected chief and secretary-treasurer.  37 

Sec. 3.  Emergency 38 
This act is an emergency measure that is necessary to preserve the 39 

public peace, health or safety and is operative immediately as provided by 40 
law. 41 
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