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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:  1 
Section 1.  Title 48, chapter 5, article 1, Arizona Revised Statutes, 2 

is amended by adding section 48-823, to read: 3 
48-823.  Countywide fire districts; transition; transfer; 4 

exemption 5 
FOR COUNTIES WITH A POPULATION OF MORE THAN TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND 6 

PERSONS BUT LESS THAN THREE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND PERSONS: 7 
1.  BEGINNING JULY 1, 2017, EACH COUNTY SHALL CONTAIN A SINGLE, 8 

COUNTYWIDE FIRE DISTRICT WITH BOUNDARIES THAT ARE COTERMINOUS WITH THE 9 
BOUNDARIES OF THAT COUNTY AND THAT IS GOVERNED BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF 10 
SUPERVISORS ACTING AS THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE COUNTYWIDE FIRE DISTRICT. 11 

2.  A COUNTYWIDE FIRE DISTRICT MAY LEVY A COUNTYWIDE SECONDARY PROPERTY 12 
TAX AS PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 48-805 AND ISSUE AND SELL BONDS AS PRESCRIBED IN 13 
SECTION 48-806, AND SHALL ASSUME ALL OF THE POWERS AND DUTIES OF FIRE 14 
DISTRICTS GRANTED UNDER THIS CHAPTER EXCEPT THAT A COUNTYWIDE FIRE DISTRICT 15 
SHALL NOT LEVY OR COLLECT A FIRE DISTRICT ASSISTANCE TAX PURSUANT TO SECTION 16 
48-807. 17 

3.  BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2015, EACH FIRE DISTRICT IN A COUNTY SHALL 18 
PROVIDE THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS WITH FULL ACCESS TO ITS FINANCIAL, 19 
ACCOUNTING, OWNERSHIP AND EMPLOYMENT RECORDS AND SHALL SUBMIT A COMPREHENSIVE 20 
LISTING OF ITS ASSETS AND LIABILITIES TO THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ON 21 
OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2016.  THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS SHALL DEVELOP A 22 
UNIFIED PLAN OF OPERATION FOR PROVIDING FIRE SERVICE BEGINNING ON JULY 1, 23 
2017, INCLUDING LOCATION OF STATIONS, LEVELS OF STAFFING AND EQUIPMENT AND 24 
ALL OTHER MATTERS PREVIOUSLY WITHIN THE AUTHORITY OF THE VARIOUS FIRE 25 
DISTRICTS. 26 

4.  ON JULY 1, 2017, ALL ASSETS AND LIABILITIES OF EACH FIRE DISTRICT 27 
IN A COUNTY MUST BE TRANSFERRED TO THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS.  THIS 28 
TRANSFER OCCURS BY OPERATION OF LAW, BUT THE BOARD MEMBERS OR ELECTED CHIEF 29 
AND SECRETARY-TREASURER OF EACH FIRE DISTRICT AND ITS EMPLOYEES SHALL 30 
COOPERATE WITH THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS TO EFFECTUATE THE TRANSFER.  31 
BEGINNING ON JULY 1, 2017, THE BOARD MEMBERS OR ELECTED CHIEF AND 32 
SECRETARY-TREASURER OF EACH FIRE DISTRICT AND ITS EMPLOYEES SHALL RETAIN ONLY 33 
THAT LEGAL AUTHORITY REASONABLY NECESSARY TO WIND UP THE AFFAIRS OF THE FIRE 34 
DISTRICT AS PRESCRIBED BY THE COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS AND AS OTHERWISE 35 
REQUIRED BY LAW. 36 

5.  A CITY OR TOWN FIRE DEPARTMENT IS EXEMPT FROM THIS SECTION.  37 
Sec. 2.  Conforming legislation 38 
The legislative council staff shall prepare proposed legislation 39 

conforming the Arizona Revised Statutes to the provisions of this act for 40 
consideration in the fifty-second legislature, first regular session. 41 
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