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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 36-751, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
36-751.  Definitions 4 
In this article, unless the context otherwise requires: 5 
1.  "COMPLETE BREECH" MEANS THAT AT THE TIME OF BIRTH THE BUTTOCKS OF A 6 

FETUS ARE POINTING DOWNWARD WITH BOTH LEGS FOLDED AT THE KNEES AND WITH THE 7 
FEET NEAR THE BUTTOCKS. 8 

1.  2.  "Department" means the department of health services. 9 
2.  3.  "Director" means the director of the department of health 10 

services. 11 
4.  "FRANK BREECH" MEANS THAT AT THE TIME OF BIRTH THE BUTTOCKS OF A 12 

FETUS ARE POINTING DOWNWARD WITH BOTH LEGS FOLDED FLAT UP AGAINST THE HEAD. 13 
5.  "INCOMPLETE BREECH" MEANS THAT AT THE TIME OF BIRTH THE BUTTOCKS OF 14 

A FETUS ARE POINTING DOWNWARD WITH ONE LEG FOLDED AT THE KNEE AND WITH THE 15 
FOOT NEAR THE BUTTOCKS. 16 

3.  6.  "Midwife" means a person WHO IS LICENSED UNDER THIS ARTICLE AND 17 
who delivers a baby or provides health care related to pregnancy, labor, 18 
delivery and postpartum care of the mother and her infant.  19 

Sec. 2.  Section 36-755, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 20 
36-755.  Powers and duties of the director 21 
A.  The director may adopt rules necessary for the proper 22 

administration and enforcement of this article. 23 
B.  The director shall, by rule: 24 
1.  IN ADDITION TO THE PROHIBITIONS IN SECTION 36-761, define and 25 

describe, consistent with this article and the laws of this state, the duties 26 
and limitations of the practice of midwifery. 27 

2.  Adopt standards with respect to the practice of midwifery designed 28 
to safeguard the health and safety of the mother and child. 29 

3.  Establish the criteria for granting, denying, suspending and 30 
revoking a license in order to protect the health and safety of the mother 31 
and child. 32 

4.  Describe and define reasonable and necessary minimum qualifications 33 
for midwives, including: 34 

(a)  The ability to read and write. 35 
(b)  Knowledge of the fundamentals of hygiene. 36 
(c)  The ability to recognize abnormal or potentially abnormal 37 

conditions during pregnancy, labor and delivery and following birth. 38 
(d)  Knowledge of the laws of this state concerning reporting of 39 

births, prenatal blood tests and newborn screening and of the rules 40 
pertaining to midwifery. 41 

(e)  Education requirements. 42 
(f)  Age requirements. 43 
(g)  Good moral character.  44 
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Sec. 3.  Title 36, chapter 6, article 7, Arizona Revised Statutes, is 1 
amended by adding section 36-761, to read: 2 

36-761.  Prohibited practice; requirements 3 
A.  IN ADDITION TO ANY OTHER PROHIBITIONS SPECIFIED IN RULE, A MIDWIFE 4 

WHO IS LICENSED PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE SHALL NOT ACCEPT FOR MIDWIFERY 5 
SERVICES: 6 

1.  A CLIENT WHO EITHER: 7 
(a)  HAS HAD A PREVIOUS CESAREAN SECTION. 8 
(b)  IS PREGNANT WITH MULTIPLE FETUSES. 9 
2.  A CLIENT FOR VAGINAL DELIVERY WHO EITHER: 10 
(a)  HAS HAD A PREVIOUS CESAREAN SECTION. 11 
(b)  IS PREGNANT WITH A FETUS IN A COMPLETE BREECH, FRANK BREECH OR 12 

INCOMPLETE BREECH PRESENTATION. 13 
B.  ANY INCREASE IN THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR MIDWIVES LICENSED 14 

PURSUANT TO THIS ARTICLE MUST COMPLY WITH TITLE 32, CHAPTER 31, ARTICLE 1.  15 
Sec. 4.  Rulemaking; exemption 16 
For the purposes of implementing the provisions of this act, the 17 

department of health services is exempt from the rulemaking requirements of 18 
title 41, chapter 6, Arizona Revised Statutes, for one year after the 19 
effective date of this act. 20 

Sec. 5.  Emergency 21 
This act is an emergency measure that is necessary to preserve the 22 

public peace, health or safety and is operative immediately as provided by 23 
law. 24 
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