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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 8, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended by adding 2 

chapter 14, to read: 3 
CHAPTER 14 4 

DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES  5 
ARTICLE 1.  GENERAL PROVISIONS 6 

8-1201.  Definition of director 7 
IN THIS CHAPTER, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES, "DIRECTOR" 8 

MEANS THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES.  9 
8-1202.  Department; purpose 10 
A.  THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES IS ESTABLISHED. 11 
B.  THE PURPOSES OF THE DEPARTMENT ARE TO ENCOMPASS THE VARIOUS 12 

INSTITUTIONS, FACILITIES AND PROGRAMS THAT ARE NOW OR MAY BECOME A PART OF 13 
THE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES PROGRAM OF THIS STATE AND TO PROVIDE THE 14 
SUPERVISORY STAFF AND ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTIONS AT THE STATE LEVEL OF MATTERS 15 
RELATING TO CHILDREN AND FAMILIES INCLUDING:  16 

1.  CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES. 17 
2.  SERVICES TO CHILDREN WHO HAVE ENTERED THE JUVENILE CORRECTIONS 18 

SYSTEM. 19 
3.  THE LICENSING AND REGULATION OF CHILD CARE PROGRAMS. 20 
4.  THE LICENSING AND REGULATION OF FOSTER HOMES. 21 
5.  ADOPTION CERTIFICATION.  22 
8-1203.  Director; appointment; qualifications; compensation 23 
A.  THE GOVERNOR SHALL APPOINT THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT 24 

TO SECTION 38-211.  THE DIRECTOR SERVES AT THE PLEASURE OF THE GOVERNOR.   25 
B.  AT A MINIMUM, THE DIRECTOR SHALL HAVE QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 26 

THAT ENABLE THE DIRECTOR TO MANAGE THE AFFAIRS OF THE DEPARTMENT. 27 
C.  THE DIRECTOR IS ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE COMPENSATION PURSUANT TO 28 

SECTION 38-611.  29 
8-1204.  Powers and duties 30 
A.  THE DIRECTOR SHALL: 31 
1.  PROTECT CHILDREN. 32 
2.  STRENGTHEN FAMILIES WITHOUT COMPROMISING CHILD SAFETY. 33 
3.  BE OPEN AND ACCOUNTABLE TO THE PUBLIC FOR THE ACTIONS OF THE 34 

DEPARTMENT. 35 
4.  MAINTAIN OPEN PUBLIC RECORDS, EXCEPT THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL 36 

PROTECT THE IDENTITY AND LOCATION OF AN ALLEGED VICTIM OF ABUSE OR NEGLECT. 37 
5.  EMPLOY DEPUTY DIRECTORS AND OTHER KEY PERSONNEL BASED ON 38 

QUALIFICATIONS THAT ARE PRESCRIBED BY THE DIRECTOR. 39 
6.  ADOPT RULES TO IMPLEMENT THE PURPOSES OF THE DEPARTMENT AND THE 40 

DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE DIRECTOR. 41 
B.  THE DIRECTOR MAY TAKE ANY ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION TO IMPROVE THE 42 

EFFICIENCY OF THE DEPARTMENT. 43 
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C.  THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADMINISTER INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY SERVICES, 1 
INCLUDING SECTIONS ON SERVICES TO CHILDREN, YOUTH AND ADULTS AND OTHER 2 
RELATED FUNCTIONS IN FURTHERANCE OF SOCIAL SERVICE PROGRAMS UNDER THE SOCIAL 3 
SECURITY ACT, AS AMENDED, TITLE IV, GRANTS TO STATES FOR AID AND SERVICES TO 4 
NEEDY FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN AND FOR CHILD-WELFARE SERVICES, TITLE XX, GRANTS 5 
TO STATES FOR SERVICES, THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT, AS AMENDED, THE FAMILY 6 
SUPPORT ACT OF 1988 (P.L. 100-485) AND OTHER RELATED FEDERAL ACTS AND TITLES. 7 

D.  IF THE DEPARTMENT HAS RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CARE, CUSTODY OR 8 
CONTROL OF A CHILD OR IS PAYING THE COST OF CARE FOR A CHILD, THE DEPARTMENT 9 
MAY SERVE AS REPRESENTATIVE PAYEE TO RECEIVE AND ADMINISTER SOCIAL SECURITY 10 
AND VETERANS ADMINISTRATION BENEFITS AND OTHER BENEFITS PAYABLE TO THE CHILD. 11 
NOTWITHSTANDING ANY LAW TO THE CONTRARY, THE DEPARTMENT: 12 

1.  SHALL DEPOSIT, PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 35-146 AND 35-147, ANY MONIES 13 
IT RECEIVES TO BE RETAINED SEPARATE AND APART FROM THE STATE GENERAL FUND ON 14 
THE BOOKS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION. 15 

2.  MAY SPEND MONIES RECEIVED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH 1 OF THIS 16 
SUBSECTION TO DEFRAY THE COST OF CARE AND SERVICES SPENT BY THE DEPARTMENT 17 
FOR THE BENEFIT, WELFARE AND BEST INTERESTS OF THE CHILD AND INVEST ANY OF 18 
THE MONIES THAT THE DIRECTOR DETERMINES ARE NOT NECESSARY FOR IMMEDIATE USE. 19 

3.  SHALL MAINTAIN SEPARATE RECORDS TO ACCOUNT FOR THE RECEIPT, 20 
INVESTMENT AND DISPOSITION OF MONIES RECEIVED FOR EACH CHILD. 21 

4.  ON TERMINATION OF THE DEPARTMENT'S RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CHILD, 22 
SHALL RELEASE ANY MONIES REMAINING TO THE CHILD'S CREDIT IN ACCORDANCE WITH 23 
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE FUNDING SOURCE OR, IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY 24 
REQUIREMENTS, SHALL RELEASE THE REMAINING MONIES TO: 25 

(a)  THE CHILD, IF THE CHILD IS AT LEAST EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR IS 26 
EMANCIPATED. 27 

(b)  THE PERSON WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CHILD IF THE CHILD IS A 28 
MINOR AND NOT EMANCIPATED.  29 

E.  SUBSECTION D OF THIS SECTION DOES NOT PERTAIN TO BENEFITS THAT ARE 30 
PAYABLE TO OR FOR THE BENEFIT OF A CHILD RECEIVING SERVICES UNDER TITLE 36. 31 

F.  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LAW, A STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY 32 
OR A PRIVATE ENTITY IS NOT SUBJECT TO CIVIL LIABILITY FOR THE DISCLOSURE OF 33 
INFORMATION THAT IS MADE IN GOOD FAITH TO THE DEPARTMENT PURSUANT TO THIS 34 
SECTION.  35 

Sec. 2.  Title 41, chapter 27, article 2, Arizona Revised Statutes, is 36 
amended by adding section 41-3025.01, to read: 37 

41-3025.01.  Department of child services; termination July 1, 38 
2025 39 

A.  THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILD SERVICES TERMINATES ON JULY 1, 2025. 40 
B.  TITLE 8, CHAPTER 14 IS REPEALED ON JANUARY 1, 2026.  41 
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Sec. 3.  Succession 1 
A.  As provided by this act, the department of child services succeeds 2 

to the authority, powers, duties and responsibilities of the department of 3 
economic security and the department of health services as to those functions 4 
that are specifically enumerated in this act. 5 

B.  This act does not alter the effect of any actions that were taken 6 
or impair the valid obligations of the department of economic security or the 7 
department of health services in existence before July 1, 2015. 8 

C.  Administrative rules and orders that were adopted by the department 9 
of economic security and the department of health services continue in effect 10 
until superseded by administrative action by the department of child 11 
services. 12 

D.  All administrative matters, contracts and judicial and 13 
quasi-judicial actions that are related to the functions that are 14 
specifically enumerated in this act, whether completed, pending or in 15 
process, of the department of economic security and the department of health 16 
services on July 1, 2015 are transferred to and retain the same status with 17 
the department of child services. 18 

E.  All certificates, licenses, registrations, permits and other 19 
indicia of qualification and authority that were issued by the department of 20 
economic security or the department of health services and that are related 21 
to the functions that are specifically enumerated in this act retain their 22 
validity as provided by law. 23 

F.  All equipment, records, furnishings and other property, all data 24 
and investigative findings and all appropriated monies that remain unexpended 25 
and unencumbered on July 1, 2015 of the department of economic security and  26 
the department of health services that are related to the functions that are 27 
specifically enumerated in this act, are transferred to the department of 28 
child services. 29 

G.  All personnel who are under the state personnel system, who are 30 
employed by the department of economic security or the department of health 31 
services and who perform functions that are specifically enumerated in this 32 
act are transferred to comparable positions and pay classifications in the 33 
respective administrative units of the department of child services on July 34 
1, 2015. 35 

Sec. 4.  Conforming legislation 36 
The legislative council staff shall prepare proposed legislation 37 

conforming the Arizona Revised Statutes to the provisions of this act for 38 
consideration in the fifty-second legislature, first regular session. 39 

Sec. 5.  Intent 40 
A.  The purpose of this act is to ensure that the first priority of the 41 

government of this state is to provide services to children and to protect 42 
children from abuse and neglect. 43 

B.  This act shall be liberally construed to effectuate the purposes of 44 
this act. 45 
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Sec. 6.  Purposes of department of child services 1 
Pursuant to section 41-2955, subsection E, Arizona Revised Statutes, 2 

the purposes of the department of child services are to encompass the various 3 
institutions, facilities and programs that are now or may become a part of 4 
the children and families program of this state and to provide the 5 
supervisory staff and administrative functions at the state level of all 6 
matters relating to children and families. 7 

Sec. 7.  Effective date 8 
This act is effective from and after June 30, 2015. 9 
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