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Whereas, Wupatki National Monument has been home to numerous groups of
people over thousands of years, including Navajo herders, farmers, ranchers
and caretakers; and

Whereas, Wupatki National Monument was established by Presidential
ProclTamation No. 1721 on December 9, 1924. It was enlarged by Presidential
Proclamation No. 2243. Wupatki was then reduced by Presidential Proclamation
No. 2454 on January 22, 1941. Public Law 87-134 enlarged the area again with
the purpose of preserving additional archeological resources. Public Law
104-33, the Omnibus Parks and Public Lands Management Act of 1996, revised
the boundaries again. The monument now comprises 35,423.59 acres adjacent to
the Coconino National Forest, the Navajo Indian Reservation, Arizona state
lands and private lands; and

Whereas, in 1864, the Peshlakai family was among many other Navajo
families that were forced on the Long Walk to Bosque Redondo, which is near
Fort Sumner in eastern New Mexico; and

Whereas, in 1870, the Peshlakai family returned to Wupatki to resettle;
and

Whereas, Stella Peshlakai Smith was born in 1925. She was raised by
her grandfather and his wife in the Wupatki area where she currently resides.
Stella's grandfather, Peshlakai Etsidi, passed away in 1939 and is buried in
a hogan 1in the Wupatki National Monument near the visitor's center; and

Whereas, Stella's father, Clyde Peshlakai, was the acting custodian at
Wupatki throughout the 1930s and 1940s. He is credited with discovering the
blowhole of 1956, one of the unique geological features of Wupatki National
Monument. Clyde Peshlakai died in 1970 and is buried in a stone house in
Wupatki National Monument near the visitor's center; and

Whereas, Stella Peshlakai Smith is the only family member currently
living within the Wupatki National Park boundaries. 1In September of 1980,
she received a ten-year special use permit, which allowed her to live in
Wupatki for a ten-year period. In April of 1991, she received another permit
that granted her "continued residence and grazing privileges, for life, in
Wupatki National Monument™; and

Whereas, after Stella Peshlakai Smith's death, her property and rights
will revert back to the National Park Service because the 1991 agreement and
permit cannot be transferred to a living heir or relative; and

Whereas, Clyde Peshlakai's grandchildren, Helen Davis and Jamescita
Peshlakai, along with his great-grandson, Anthony Davis, now desire to return
to and live in Wupatki; and

Whereas, the National Park Service wants to create a wilderness area
throughout Wupatki National Monument and its surrounding areas, including the
resident and grazing land of Stella Peshlakai Smith; and

Whereas, in order for the wilderness area to be created, the Wilderness
Act and National Park Service Management Policies require that the National
Park Service review all areas within units of the National Park System to
determine if any meet the criteria identified in the Wilderness Act and the
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National Park Service Management Policies of 2006. The Wilderness Act of
1964 (16 United States Code sections 1131 through 1136) defines wilderness as
"an area of undeveloped Federal land retaining its primeval character and
influence, without permanent improvements or human habitation, which is
protected and managed so as to preserve its natural conditions™; and

Whereas, for the National Park Service to create a wilderness area, the
following characteristics must exist:

1. The earth and its community of 1ife are untrammeled by humans,
where humans are visitors and do not remain.

2. The area is undeveloped and retains its primeval character and
influence, without permanent improvements or human habitation.

3. The area generally appears to have been affected primarily by the
forces of nature, with the dmprint of humans' work substantially
unnoticeable.

4. The area offers outstanding opportunities for solitude or a
primitive and unconfined type of recreation.

Whereas, because Stella Peshlakai Smith holds a lifetime special use
permit for residence, the National Park Service must wait for its expiration.
On Stella Peshlakai Smith's death, her ancestral home site will be
rehabilitated to restore it to natural conditions; and

Whereas, as long as the area is inhabited by humans, the National Park
Service cannot create the wilderness area. For this reason, the National
Park Service appears to be uncooperative with the Peshlakai family's request
to make Stella Peshlakai Smith's temporary permit more permanent and
transferrable; and

Whereas, because only Congress can give a person permission to live
within a national monument because of the federal status of the land.
Therefore
Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the State of Arizona, the

Senate concurring:

1. That the Members of the Legislature oppose the creation of a
wilderness area throughout the Wupatki National Monument.

2. That the Members of the Legislature support any congressional
effort to help the Peshlakai family retain their residence and grazing rights
throughout the Wupatki National Monument.
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