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HOUSE BILL 2485

AN ACT

AMENDING TITLE 15, CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 1, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES, BY ADDING
SECTION 15-216; PROVIDING FOR THE DELAYED REPEAL OF SECTION 15-216, ARIZONA

REVISED STATUTES, AS ADDED BY THIS ACT; MAKING APPROPRIATIONS; RELATING TO
THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

(TEXT OF BILL BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE)
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H.B. 2485

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Title 15, chapter 2, article 1, Arizona Revised Statutes,
is amended by adding section 15-216, to read:

15-216. K-6 technology-based language development and literacy
intervention pilot program; educational technology
provider; review: report

A. THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL DEVELOP A THREE-YEAR PILOT
PROGRAM FOR K-6 TECHNOLOGY-BASED LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT AND LITERACY
INTERVENTION. THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL DEVELOP APPLICATION
PROCEDURES AND SELECTION CRITERIA FOR SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND CHARTER SCHOOLS
THAT VOLUNTARILY DECIDE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PILOT PROGRAM. THE STATE BOARD
OF EDUCATION SHALL SELECT UP TO TEN SCHOOL DISTRICTS AND UP TO FIVE CHARTER
SCHOOLS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PILOT PROGRAM.

B. THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL SUBMIT A REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
TO EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY PROVIDERS FOR THE DELIVERY OF LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
AND LITERACY SOFTWARE TO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL PUPILS IN KINDERGARTEN AND
GRADES ONE THROUGH SIX WHO ARE ENROLLED IN SCHOOLS THAT PARTICIPATE IN THE
PILOT PROGRAM AND WHO ARE IDENTIFIED AS ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS.

C. THE STATE BOARD SHALL ESTABLISH THE FORMAT OF THE APPLICATIONS,
APPLICATION PROCEDURES AND SELECTION CRITERIA FOR EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY
PROVIDERS THAT WISH TO SUBMIT A PROPOSAL FOR THE DELIVERY OF LANGUAGE
DEVELOPMENT AND LITERACY SOFTWARE TO BE USED IN THE PILOT PROGRAM. THE STATE
BOARD SHALL SELECT AND AWARD A CONTRACT TO ONE EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY
PROVIDER TO DELIVER TECHNOLOGY-BASED LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT AND LITERACY
INTERVENTION PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION. THE STATE BOARD SHALL DISTRIBUTE
MONIES APPROPRIATED FOR THIS PURPOSE TO THE SELECTED PROVIDER.

D. THE TECHNOLOGY-BASED LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT AND LITERACY INTERVENTION
SOFTWARE FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS MUST DIFFERENTIATE INSTRUCTION FOR
EACH PUPIL AND MEET ALL OF THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

1. INCLUDE INSTRUCTION INDIVIDUALIZED TO TEACH EACH PUPIL THE
FOLLOWING FIVE STRANDS OF LITERACY:

(a) PHONICS.

(b) PHONEMIC AWARENESS.

(c) VOCABULARY.

(d) COMPREHENSION.

(e) FLUENCY.

2. HAVE COMPONENTS THAT ARE CREATED FOR AND ALIGNED TO THE ARIZONA
COLLEGE AND CAREER-READY STANDARDS. THE SOFTWARE MUST CORRELATE TO THE
ARIZONA ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY STANDARDS.

3. CONTAIN INTERNAL ASSESSMENTS, CHECKPOINTS, TRACKING AND REPORTS FOR
TEACHERS, ADMINISTRATORS AND PARENTS.

4. BE USED TO ADDRESS VARIED LEARNER NEEDS AND TO ASSIST TEACHERS IN
TRACKING PUPIL GROWTH TOWARD IMPORTANT CURRICULAR GOALS. THE SOFTWARE MUST
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H.B. 2485

HAVE TOOLS AND OFF-LINE RESOURCES THAT ENABLE TEACHERS TO MORE EFFECTIVELY
MEET THE INDIVIDUAL NEEDS OF EACH PUPIL.

5. PROVIDE IMMEDIATE FEEDBACK TO PUPILS AND PROVIDE AUTOMATIC
REMEDIATION WHEN NEEDED. THE SOFTWARE MUST PROVIDE SCAFFOLDING THROUGH
ILLUSTRATIONS, FRONT-LOADED VOCABULARY, AUDIO SUPPORT, INTERACTIVE GLOSSARY
WORDS, INSTRUCTIONAL FEEDBACK, STRATEGIC QUESTIONS AND ADAPTIVE CONTENT THAT
PROVIDES EXTRA PRACTICE AS NEEDED.

6. INCLUDE GRADE APPROPRIATE DIGITAL BOOKS WITH LITERATURE TEXT AND
INFORMATIONAL TEXT. PUPILS MUST BE ABLE TO PRACTICE READING ON THE COMPUTER
BY RECORDING READINGS AND COMPARING THOSE READINGS TO THE READING MODEL.

7. PROVIDE IMPLICIT AND EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION. THE SOFTWARE MUST TEACH
THE CORE AREAS OF LISTENING AND READING COMPREHENSION, INCLUDING INTERTEXTUAL
COMPREHENSION, SO THAT PUPILS ARE PREPARED FOR THE ARIZONA COLLEGE AND
CAREER-READY STANDARDS.

8. TEACH PUPILS ACADEMIC VOCABULARY USING REAL AND VIRTUAL EXPERIENCE
AND VISUALS TO INTRODUCE VOCABULARY. THE VOCABULARY MUST BE RELATED TO CORE
CONTENT AREAS AND PROVIDE ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES FOR
THOSE PUPILS REQUIRING THIS ASSISTANCE.

9. TEACH BASIC INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATIVE SKILLS AND COGNITIVE
ACADEMIC LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY AND ASSESS A PUPIL'S UNDERSTANDING OF EACH.

E. THE EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY PROVIDER SELECTED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION
C OF THIS SECTION MUST HAVE EXPERIENCE WITH LARGE STATEWIDE IMPLEMENTATIONS
AND THE ABILITY TO SUPPORT A STATEWIDE LEVEL OF IMPLEMENTATION. THE
TECHNOLOGY PROVIDER MUST SUBMIT EVIDENCE OF PUPIL PROGRESS ON AN ANNUAL
BASIS.

F. THE JOINT LEGISLATIVE BUDGET COMMITTEE SHALL ANNUALLY REVIEW THE
RESULTS OF THE DELIVERY OF TECHNOLOGY-BASED LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT AND LITERACY
INTERVENTION FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS THROUGH SOFTWARE PROVIDED PURSUANT
TO THIS SECTION.

G. ON OR BEFORE SEPTEMBER 15, 2017, THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL
SUBMIT A REPORT TO THE GOVERNOR, THE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REGARDING THE PILOT PROGRAM AND DELIVERY OF
TECHNOLOGY-BASED LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT AND LITERACY INTERVENTION FOR ENGLISH
LANGUAGE LEARNERS THROUGH SOFTWARE PROVIDED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION. THE
REPORT MUST INCLUDE A RECOMMENDATION OF WHETHER OR NOT THE LEGISLATURE SHOULD
CONSIDER EXPANDING THE PILOT PROGRAM AS A PERMANENT STATEWIDE PROGRAM AND
INFORMATION ON THE NUMBER OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS, CHARTER SCHOOLS AND PUPILS WHO
PARTICIPATED IN THE INTERVENTION. THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL SUBMIT
A COPY OF THIS REPORT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

Sec. 2. Delayed repeal

Section 15-216, Arizona Revised Statutes, as added by this act, is
repealed from and after December 31, 2018.
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Sec. 3. Appropriations; K-6 technology-based language
development and literary intervention pilot program
The sum of $ is appropriated from the state general fund in

fiscal years 2014-2015, 2015-2016 and 2016-2017 to the state board of
education for the purpose of providing payment to the educational technology
provider selected by the state board pursuant to section 15-216, Arizona
Revised Statutes, as added by this act.
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