
 

 - i - 
 

 
 
 

Senate Engrossed House Bill
 
 
 
State of Arizona 
House of Representatives 
Fifty-first Legislature 
Second Regular Session 
2014 
 
 

HOUSE BILL 2438 
 
 

 
AN ACT 
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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Title 15, chapter 4, article 3, Arizona Revised Statutes, 2 

is amended by adding section 15-461.01, to read: 3 
15-461.01.  Transporting school district; conversion; petition; 4 

election; notice; canvass 5 
A.  A QUALIFIED ELECTOR OF A SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY SUBMIT TO THE COUNTY 6 

SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT A PETITION SIGNED BY NOT LESS THAN TEN PER CENT OF THE 7 
QUALIFIED SCHOOL ELECTORS OF THE DISTRICT, REQUESTING THE COUNTY SCHOOL 8 
SUPERINTENDENT TO CALL AN ELECTION TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE SCHOOL DISTRICT 9 
SHALL BE CONVERTED INTO A TRANSPORTING SCHOOL DISTRICT.  ON RECEIPT OF THE 10 
PETITION, THE COUNTY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT SHALL CERTIFY ALL OF THE 11 
FOLLOWING: 12 

1.  THAT THE PETITION IS IN PROPER FORM AND CONTAINS THE NECESSARY 13 
NUMBER OF SIGNATURES. 14 

2.  THAT THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IN QUESTION IS LOCATED IN A COUNTY WITH A 15 
POPULATION OF LESS THAN FIFTEEN THOUSAND PERSONS. 16 

3.  THAT THE SCHOOL DISTRICT IN QUESTION HAS HAD LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED 17 
STUDENTS ENROLLED FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS. 18 

4.  THAT THE SCHOOL DISTRICT RECEIVING THE TRANSPORTED STUDENTS HAS 19 
SPACE AVAILABLE FOR THOSE STUDENTS. 20 

B.  IF THE PETITION IS CERTIFIED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION A OF THIS 21 
SECTION, THE COUNTY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT SHALL CALL AN ELECTION TO DETERMINE 22 
THE QUESTION OF WHETHER THE SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL BE CONVERTED INTO A 23 
TRANSPORTING SCHOOL DISTRICT.  THE ELECTION MAY BE HELD ON A GENERAL ELECTION 24 
DATE, A PRIMARY ELECTION DATE OR A SPECIAL ELECTION DATE. 25 

C.  PUBLIC NOTICES OF AN ELECTION CALLED TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE 26 
SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL BE CONVERTED INTO A TRANSPORTING SCHOOL DISTRICT MUST 27 
BE POSTED IN NOT LESS THAN THREE PUBLIC PLACES IN THE SCHOOL DISTRICT AT 28 
LEAST TEN DAYS BEFORE THE ELECTION.  THE ELECTION SHALL BE HELD AS PRESCRIBED 29 
BY THE COUNTY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT AND ELECTORS SHALL POSSESS THE SAME 30 
QUALIFICATIONS PRESCRIBED BY LAW FOR THE ELECTION OF GOVERNING BOARD MEMBERS. 31 

D.  THE BALLOTS MUST CONTAIN THE WORDS "TRANSPORTING SCHOOL DISTRICT, 32 
YES" AND "TRANSPORTING SCHOOL DISTRICT, NO" AND THE VOTER SHALL SIGNIFY THE 33 
VOTER'S DESIRED CHOICE.  IF A MAJORITY OF THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS VOTING ON 34 
THE QUESTION APPROVE THE CONVERSION OF THE SCHOOL DISTRICT, THE SCHOOL 35 
DISTRICT SHALL BEGIN OPERATING AS A TRANSPORTING SCHOOL DISTRICT ON THE NEXT 36 
JULY 1 AFTER THE ELECTION RESULTS HAVE BEEN CERTIFIED. 37 

E.  IF THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS APPROVE THE CONVERSION TO A TRANSPORTING 38 
SCHOOL DISTRICT, NEITHER THE SCHOOL DISTRICT NOR THE GOVERNING BOARD IS 39 
DISSOLVED.  THE TRANSPORTING SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL CONTINUE TO OPERATE IN THE 40 
SAME MANNER AS OTHER SCHOOL DISTRICTS, EXCEPT THAT: 41 

1.  THE TRANSPORTING SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL TRANSPORT ITS ENTIRE STUDENT 42 
POPULATION TO ONE OR MORE OTHER SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 43 

2.  THE TRANSPORTING SCHOOL DISTRICT MAY NOT EDUCATE ANY STUDENTS IN 44 
SCHOOL FACILITIES THAT ARE LOCATED WITHIN THE TRANSPORTING SCHOOL DISTRICT. 45 
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3.  THE SCHOOL DISTRICT SHALL NOT ADOPT A BUDGET IN EXCESS OF THE 1 
GENERAL BUDGET LIMIT AS PROVIDED IN SECTION 15-949, REGARDLESS OF STUDENT 2 
COUNT. 3 

F.  NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER LAW, A SCHOOL DISTRICT THAT IS LOCATED IN 4 
A COUNTY WITH A POPULATION OF LESS THAN FIFTEEN THOUSAND PERSONS AND THAT HAS 5 
HAD LESS THAN ONE HUNDRED STUDENTS ENROLLED FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS MAY NOT 6 
ADOPT A BUDGET THAT DOES EITHER OF THE FOLLOWING: 7 

1.  EXCEEDS THE LIMITATIONS PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 15-949.  THE SCHOOL 8 
DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD SHALL ADOPT OR REVISE A BUDGET THAT COMPLIES WITH 9 
THE CRITERIA SPECIFIED IN THIS PARAGRAPH, AND THE TAX RATE MUST BE ADJUSTED 10 
TO COMPLY WITH THE CRITERIA SPECIFIED IN THIS PARAGRAPH. 11 

2.  EXCEEDS THE REVENUE CONTROL LIMIT BY MORE THAN TEN PER CENT UNLESS 12 
A MAJORITY OF THE QUALIFYING ELECTORS VOTING IN AN ELECTION CALLED FOR THIS 13 
PURPOSE APPROVE THE BUDGET INCREASE.  THE SCHOOL DISTRICT GOVERNING BOARD 14 
SHALL ADOPT OR REVISE A BUDGET THAT COMPLIES WITH THE CRITERIA SPECIFIED IN 15 
THIS PARAGRAPH, AND THE TAX RATE MUST BE ADJUSTED TO COMPLY WITH THE CRITERIA 16 
SPECIFIED IN THIS PARAGRAPH.  THE ELECTION MUST BE CONDUCTED AS NEARLY AS 17 
PRACTICABLE IN THE MANNER PRESCRIBED FOR OVERRIDE ELECTIONS IN SECTION 18 
15-481. 19 

Sec. 2.  Delayed repeal 20 
Section 15-461.01, Arizona Revised Statutes, as added by this act, is 21 

repealed either: 22 
1.  On December 31, 2016, if this act becomes effective before July 1, 23 

2014. 24 
2.  On December 31, 2024, if this act becomes effective on or after 25 

July 1, 2014. 26 
Sec. 3.  Emergency 27 
This act is an emergency measure that is necessary to preserve the 28 

public peace, health or safety and is operative immediately as provided by 29 
law.  30 
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