
 

 - i - 
 

 
 
 

REFERENCE TITLE: child welfare; placement; prescription drugs
 
 
 
State of Arizona 
House of Representatives 
Fifty-first Legislature 
Second Regular Session 
2014 
 
 

HB 2392 
 

Introduced by  
Representative Lesko 

 
 

AN ACT 
 
AMENDING SECTION 8-512, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; RELATING TO CHILD WELFARE 
AND PLACEMENT. 
 
 

(TEXT OF BILL BEGINS ON NEXT PAGE) 
 



HB 2392 
 
 
 

 - 1 - 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona: 1 
Section 1.  Section 8-512, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
8-512.  Comprehensive medical and dental care; guidelines 4 
A.  The department shall provide comprehensive medical and dental care, 5 

as prescribed by rules of the department, for each child who is: 6 
1.  Placed in a foster home. 7 
2.  In the custody of the department and placed with a relative. 8 
3.  In the custody of the department and placed in a certified adoptive 9 

home before the entry of the final order of adoption. 10 
4.  In the custody of the department and in an independent living 11 

program as provided in section 8-521. 12 
5.  In the custody of a probation department and placed in foster care. 13 

The department shall not provide this care if the cost exceeds funds 14 
currently appropriated and available for that purpose. 15 

B.  On or before October 1, 2015, the department of economic security, 16 
in collaboration with the department of health services and the Arizona 17 
health care cost containment system administration, shall: 18 

1.  Determine the most efficient and effective way to provide 19 
comprehensive medical, dental and behavioral health services, including 20 
behavioral health diagnostic, evaluation and treatment services for children 21 
who are provided care pursuant to subsection A of this section. 22 

2.  Determine the number of disruptions of placements in foster care by 23 
age of child due to behavioral health management issues and the extent each 24 
child is receiving behavioral health services. 25 

3.  Determine the number of adopted children who have entered foster 26 
care due to the adoptive parents' inability to receive behavioral health 27 
services to adequately meet the needs of the child and parents. 28 

4.  Submit a report of its recommendations for providing services 29 
pursuant to this subsection to the governor, the speaker of the house of 30 
representatives and the president of the senate and shall provide a copy of 31 
its report to the secretary of state.  The collaborative determination shall 32 
consider an administratively integrated system.  33 

C.  The care may include: 34 
1.  A program of regular health examinations and immunizations 35 

including as minimums: 36 
(a)  Vaccinations to prevent mumps, rubella, smallpox and polio. 37 
(b)  Tests for anemia, coccidioidomycosis and tuberculosis. 38 
(c)  Urinalysis, blood count and hemoglobin tests. 39 
(d)  Regular examinations for general physical health, hearing and 40 

vision, including providing corrective devices when needed. 41 
2.  Inpatient and outpatient hospital care. 42 
3.  Necessary services of physicians, surgeons, psychologists and 43 

psychiatrists. 44 
4.  Dental care consisting of at least oral examinations including 45 

diagnostic radiographs, oral prophylaxis and topical fluoride applications, 46 
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restoration of permanent and primary teeth, pulp therapy, extraction when 1 
necessary, fixed space maintainers where needed and other services for relief 2 
of pain and infection. 3 

5.  Drug prescription service.  THIS SERVICE SHALL REQUIRE TO THE 4 
EXTENT ALLOWED BY FEDERAL LAW THE APPROVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT BEFORE THE 5 
PRESCRIPTION OF AN ANTIPSYCHOTIC OR NEUROLEPTIC MEDICATION TO A CHILD WHO IS 6 
UNDER FIVE YEARS OF AGE.  IN DETERMINING WHETHER TO APPROVE THE PRESCRIPTION, 7 
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL CONSIDER ALL OF THE FOLLOWING: 8 

(a)  THE CHILD'S DIAGNOSIS. 9 
(b)  WHETHER THE UNITED STATES FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION HAS 10 

APPROVED THE USE OF THE MEDICATION FOR A PERSON OF THE CHILD'S AGE. 11 
(c)  WHETHER THE CHILD HAS SUCCESSFULLY TAKEN THE MEDICATION IN THE 12 

PAST. 13 
(d)  ANY OTHER RELEVANT FACTOR PRESCRIBED BY THE DEPARTMENT BY RULE. 14 
D.  The facilities of any hospital or other institution within the 15 

state, public or private, may be employed by the foster parent, relative, 16 
certified adoptive parent, agency or division having responsibility for the 17 
care of the child. 18 

E.  For inpatient hospital admissions and outpatient hospital services 19 
on or after March 1, 1993, the department shall reimburse a hospital 20 
according to the rates established by the Arizona health care cost 21 
containment system administration pursuant to section 36-2903.01, 22 
subsection G. 23 

F.  The department shall use the Arizona health care cost containment 24 
system administration rates as identified in subsection E of this section for 25 
any child eligible for services under this section. 26 

G.  A hospital bill is considered received for purposes of subsection I 27 
of this section on initial receipt of the legible, error-free claim form by 28 
the department if the claim includes the following error-free documentation 29 
in legible form: 30 

1.  An admission face sheet. 31 
2.  An itemized statement. 32 
3.  An admission history and physical. 33 
4.  A discharge summary or an interim summary if the claim is split. 34 
5.  An emergency record, if admission was through the emergency room. 35 
6.  Operative reports, if applicable. 36 
7.  A labor and delivery room report, if applicable. 37 
H.  The department shall require that the hospital pursue other third 38 

party payors before submitting a claim to the department.  Payment received 39 
by a hospital from the department is considered payment by the department of 40 
the department's liability for the hospital bill.  A hospital may collect any 41 
unpaid portion of its bill from other third party payors or in situations 42 
covered by title 33, chapter 7, article 3. 43 

I.  For inpatient hospital admissions and outpatient hospital services 44 
rendered on and after October 1, 1997, the department shall pay a hospital's 45 
rate established according to this section subject to the following: 46 
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1.  If the hospital's bill is paid within thirty days of the date the 1 
bill was received, the department shall pay ninety-nine per cent of the rate. 2 

2.  If the hospital's bill is paid after thirty days but within sixty 3 
days of the date the bill was received, the department shall pay one hundred 4 
per cent of the rate. 5 

3.  If the hospital's bill is paid any time after sixty days of the 6 
date the bill was received, the department shall pay one hundred per cent of 7 
the rate plus a fee of one per cent per month for each month or portion of a 8 
month following the sixtieth day of receipt of the bill until the date of 9 
payment. 10 

J.  For medical services other than those for which a rate has been 11 
established pursuant to section 36-2903.01, subsection G, the department 12 
shall pay according to the Arizona health care cost containment system capped 13 
fee-for-service schedule adopted pursuant to section 36-2904, subsection K. 14 

K.  For any hospital or medical claims not covered under subsection E 15 
or J of this section, the department shall establish and adopt a schedule 16 
setting out maximum allowable fees that the department deems reasonable for 17 
such services after appropriate study and analysis of usual and customary 18 
fees charged by providers.  The department shall not pay to any plan or 19 
intermediary that portion of the cost of any service provided that exceeds 20 
allowable charges prescribed by the department pursuant to this subsection. 21 

L.  The department shall not pay claims for services pursuant to this 22 
section that are submitted more than one hundred eighty days after the date 23 
of the service for which the payment is claimed. 24 

M.  The department may provide for payment through an insurance plan, 25 
hospital service plan, medical service plan, or any other health service plan 26 
authorized to do business in this state, fiscal intermediary or a combination 27 
of such plans or methods.  The state shall not be liable for and the 28 
department shall not pay to any plan or intermediary any portion of the cost 29 
of comprehensive medical and dental care in excess of funds appropriated and 30 
available for such purpose at the time the plan or intermediary incurs the 31 
expense for such care. 32 

N.  The total amount of state monies that may be spent in any fiscal 33 
year by the department for comprehensive medical and dental care shall not 34 
exceed the amount appropriated or authorized by section 35-173 for that 35 
purpose.  This section shall not be construed to impose a duty on an officer, 36 
agent or employee of this state to discharge a responsibility or to create 37 
any right in a person or group if the discharge or right would require an 38 
expenditure of state monies in excess of the expenditure authorized by 39 
legislative appropriation for that specific purpose.  40 

Sec. 2.  Necessary waiver or authorization; delay in implementation 41 
If a waiver or authorization from a federal agency is necessary to 42 

implement this act, the department of economic security shall request the 43 
waiver or authorization and may delay implementation of this act until the 44 
waiver or authorization is granted. 45 
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