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HOUSE BILL 2343

AN ACT

AMENDING SECTION 37-481, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; AMENDING TITLE 37, CHAPTER
2, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES, BY ADDING ARTICLE 20; AMENDING TITLE 37, CHAPTER
2.1, ARTICLE 1, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES, BY ADDING SECTIONS 37-625 AND
37-626; AMENDING SECTION 37-641, ARIZONA REVISED STATUTES; MAKING
APPROPRIATIONS; RELATING TO FOREST HEALTH ON STATE LANDS.
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H.B. 2343

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:

Section 1. Section 37-481, Arizona Revised Statutes, 1is amended to
read:

37-481. Conservation and administration of products of state
lands; removal of vegetative natural products;
program termination

A. The state Tand department shall conserve, sell or otherwise
administer the timber products, stone, gravel and other products and property
upon Tlands belonging to the state under rules not in conflict with the
enabling act and the constitution.

B. THE DEPARTMENT MAY ESTABLISH BY RULE A PROGRAM FOR THE REMOVAL OF
VEGETATIVE NATURAL PRODUCTS FOR THE PURPOSE OF FIRE SUPPRESSION AND FOREST
MANAGEMENT ON STATE LANDS. THE PROGRAM MUST IDENTIFY AND PRIORITIZE REMOVAL
AREAS IN A MANNER CONSISTENT WITH BEST LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES ESTABLISHED
BY THE DEPARTMENT. THE APPLICATION FOR THE REMOVAL OF VEGETATIVE NATURAL
PRODUCTS UNDER THE PROGRAM MUST INCLUDE THE APPRAISAL AND AUCTION OF THE
VEGETATIVE NATURAL PRODUCTS. THE PROCEEDS OF THE SALE OF VEGETATIVE NATURAL
PRODUCTS PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION MUST BE DEPOSITED, PURSUANT TO SECTIONS
35-146 AND 35-147, INTO THE PERMANENT STATE SCHOOL FUND.

C. THE PROGRAM ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION B OF THIS SECTION
ENDS ON JULY 1, 2024 PURSUANT TO SECTION 41-3102.

Sec. 2. Title 37, chapter 2, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended by
adding article 20, to read:

ARTICLE 20. BEST LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

37-620.31. Best land management practices

A. ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2016, THE COMMISSIONER, IN COORDINATION
WITH THE STATE FORESTER, SHALL DEVELOP AND ADOPT BEST LAND MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES FOR STATE LANDS TO DECREASE THE SEVERITY OF WILDLAND FIRES AND TO
PROMOTE FOREST MANAGEMENT. CRITERIA FOR DEVELOPING BEST LAND MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES MAY INCLUDE THE INFORMATION AND CONSIDERATIONS PRESCRIBED BY
SECTION 37-622, SUBSECTION B, PARAGRAPH 1. ONCE DEVELOPED, THE COMMISSIONER
AND STATE FORESTER SHALL IDENTIFY AND PRIORITIZE THE STATE LANDS THAT WOULD
BENEFIT THE MOST FROM IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BEST LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES.

B. IN DEVELOPING THE BEST LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES, THE COMMISSIONER
AND STATE FORESTER SHALL CONTACT AND MAY COORDINATE WITH:

1. FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL OR TRIBAL AGENCIES.

2. OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES, INCLUDING MEMBERS OF THE TIMBER AND
AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRIES, EDUCATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, NATURAL RESOURCE
CONSERVATION DISTRICTS, AGRICULTURAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS OR ENVIRONMENTAL
OR WILDLIFE ORGANIZATIONS.

C. THE BEST LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES MUST BE USED TO DEVELOP A
SPECIFIC AREA PLAN PURSUANT TO SECTION 37-625 FOR THE IDENTIFIED STATE LANDS
THAT WOULD BENEFIT THE MOST FROM THE BEST LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES.
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Sec. 3. Title 37, chapter 2.1, article 1, Arizona Revised Statutes, is
amended by adding sections 37-625 and 37-626, to read:

37-625. Best land management practices: specific area plans;

public meetings

A. THE STATE FORESTER SHALL USE BEST LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES ADOPTED
PURSUANT TO SECTION 37-620.31 TO DEVELOP SPECIFIC AREA PLANS FOR THE STATE
LANDS IDENTIFIED AS BENEFITING THE MOST FROM IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BEST LAND
MANAGEMENT PRACTICES.

B. ONCE A SPECIFIC AREA PLAN IS DEVELOPED, THE STATE FORESTER SHALL
HOLD AT LEAST TWO PUBLIC MEETINGS TO PROVIDE INFORMATION TO THE PUBLIC AND TO
GATHER PUBLIC COMMENT BEFORE IMPLEMENTING THE SPECIFIC AREA PLAN. A PUBLIC
MEETING MUST BE HELD IN EACH COUNTY IN WHICH THE SPECIFIC AREA PLAN WILL BE
IMPLEMENTED.

C. THE STATE FORESTER SHALL IMPLEMENT A SPECIFIC AREA PLAN IN A MANNER
CONSISTENT WITH THE DUTIES PRESCRIBED IN THIS ARTICLE. TO IMPLEMENT THE BEST
LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AND THE SPECIFIC AREA PLAN ON THE IDENTIFIED STATE
LANDS, THE STATE FORESTER, AFTER CONSULTATION WITH THE STATE LAND
COMMISSIONER, MAY:

1. COORDINATE AND CONTRACT WITH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ENTITIES.

2. ENTER INTO INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENTS WITH PUBLIC AGENCIES
PURSUANT TO TITLE 11, CHAPTER 7, ARTICLE 3 TO SHARE THE COST OF IMPLEMENTING
THE SPECIFIC AREA PLAN. THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT MUST STATE THE
RESPONSIBILITIES OF EACH PARTY CONCERNING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SPECIFIC
AREA PLAN.

37-626. Best land management practices fund; appropriation;

transfer; exemption

A. THE BEST LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES FUND IS ESTABLISHED CONSISTING
OF MONIES APPROPRIATED BY THE LEGISLATURE, FEDERAL MONIES AND PRIVATE GRANTS,
GIFTS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND DEVISES. BEGINNING IN FISCAL YEAR 2015-2016, THE
SUM OF ONE MILLION EIGHT HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS IS APPROPRIATED IN EACH
FISCAL YEAR FROM THE STATE GENERAL FUND TO THE BEST LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
FUND. MONIES IN THE FUND MUST BE USED FOR THE PLANNING, ADMINISTRATION,
DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF BEST LAND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES AND SPECIFIC
AREA PLANS. THE STATE FORESTER SHALL ADMINISTER THE FUND. MONIES IN THE
FUND ARE CONTINUOUSLY APPROPRIATED. THE STATE FORESTER MAY NOT SPEND MORE
THAN TEN PER CENT OF THE MONIES 1IN THE FUND EACH FISCAL YEAR FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.

B. THE STATE FORESTER MAY TRANSFER MONIES FROM THE FUND TO THE
COMMUNITY PROTECTION INITIATIVE FUND ESTABLISHED BY SECTION 37-641 FOR
COST-SHARE FUNDING AND GRANTS FOR PROJECTS THAT REDUCE THE VOLUME OF
HAZARDOUS FUELS ON NONFEDERAL FORESTED LAND IN THIS STATE.

C. ON NOTICE FROM THE STATE FORESTER, THE STATE TREASURER SHALL INVEST
AND DIVEST MONIES IN THE FUND AS PROVIDED BY SECTION 35-313, AND MONIES
EARNED FROM INVESTMENT SHALL BE CREDITED TO THE FUND.
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D. THE STATE FORESTER MAY APPLY FOR, ACCEPT AND SPEND FEDERAL MONIES
AND PRIVATE GRANTS, GIFTS, CONTRIBUTIONS AND DEVISES TO ASSIST IN CARRYING
OUT THE PURPOSES OF THIS ARTICLE.

E. MONIES IN THE FUND ARE EXEMPT FROM THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 35-190
RELATING TO LAPSING OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Sec. 4. Section 37-641, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

37-641. Community protection initiative fund

A. The community protection initiative fund is established. The state
forester shall administer the fund. The fund consists of 1legislative
appropriations, MONIES TRANSFERRED PURSUANT TO SECTION 37-626, gifts, grants
and any other public or private revenue received by the state forester for
the purposes of this article. Monies in the fund are continuously
appropriated to the state forester for the purposes of this article.

B. On notice from the state forester, the state treasurer shall invest
and divest monies in the fund as provided by section 35-313, and monies
earned from investment shall be credited to the fund. Monies in the fund are
exempt from the provisions of section 35-190, relating to lapsing of
appropriations.

C. The state forester may apply for and accept federal and private
monies, grants, gifts, contributions and devises for deposit in the fund to
be spent for the purposes of this article.

Sec. 5. Appropriation; state forester; forest thinning:; best

land management practices:; forest health

The sum of $1,800,000 is appropriated from the state general fund in
fiscal year 2014-2015 to the state forester for forest thinning projects and
projects that promote forest health on state Tlands, 1including the
implementation of best land management practices. The state forester may
deposit any portion of this appropriation in the community protection
initiative fund established by section 37-641, Arizona Revised Statutes, as
amended by this act, for the purposes of cost-share funding or grants for
forest thinning projects and projects that promote forest health. The state
forester shall give priority to projects that have previously been funded by
counties, cities or towns.

Sec. 6. Appropriation; state land department

The sum of $200,000 and 1 FTE position are appropriated from the state
general fund in fiscal year 2014-2015 to the state land department to
implement a program for the removal of vegetative natural products pursuant
to section 37-481, subsection B, Arizona Revised Statutes, as added by this
act.
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