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Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Arizona:  1 
Section 1.  Section 44-2031, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to 2 

read: 3 
44-2031.  Jurisdiction and venue of offenses and actions; 4 

joinder of spouse 5 
A.  The superior court in this state shall have jurisdiction over 6 

violations of this chapter, the rules and orders of the commission under this 7 
chapter and all actions brought to enforce any liability or duty created 8 
under this chapter, except actions or proceedings brought under section 9 
44-2032, paragraph 2, 3 or 4 or appeals filed under article 12 of this 10 
chapter, over which the superior court in Maricopa county shall have 11 
exclusive jurisdiction. 12 

B.  Any action authorized by this chapter may be brought in the county 13 
in which the defendant is found, is an inhabitant or transacts business, or 14 
in the county where the transaction took place, and in such cases, process 15 
may be served in any other county in which the defendant is an inhabitant or 16 
in which the defendant is found. 17 

C.  The commission may join the spouse in any action authorized by this 18 
chapter to determine the liability of the marital community.  THIS SUBSECTION 19 
DOES NOT AUTHORIZE THE COMMISSION TO JOIN ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO IS DIVORCED FROM 20 
THE DEFENDANT AT THE TIME AN ACTION AUTHORIZED BY THIS CHAPTER IS FILED.  21 

Sec. 2.  Section 44-2032, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 22 
44-2032.  Cease and desist orders; civil penalty; injunctions; 23 

civil restitution; prosecutions for violations 24 
If it appears to the commission, either on complaint or otherwise, that 25 

any person has engaged in, is engaging in or is about to engage in any act, 26 
practice or transaction that constitutes a violation of this chapter, or any 27 
rule or order of the commission under this chapter, the commission may, in 28 
its discretion MAY: 29 

1.  Issue an order directing such person to cease and desist from 30 
engaging in the act, practice or transaction, or doing any other act in 31 
furtherance of the act, practice or transaction, and to take appropriate 32 
affirmative action within a reasonable period of time, as prescribed by the 33 
commission, to correct the conditions resulting from the act, practice or 34 
transaction including, without limitation, a requirement to provide 35 
restitution as prescribed by rules of the commission.  If a person fails to 36 
comply with an order issued under this paragraph, the superior court in 37 
Maricopa county, on application by the commission, shall: 38 

(a)  Issue an order to show cause why the person has not complied with 39 
the commission's order.  On a showing that the person has violated the 40 
commission's order, the court may exercise its contempt powers and impose a 41 
civil penalty of not more than twenty thousand dollars for each violation as 42 
the court considers to be just and proper. 43 

(b)  Award reasonable costs, including attorney fees, to the 44 
commission, unless other circumstances make an award of costs unjust.  Any 45 
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costs, including attorney fees, collected pursuant to this paragraph shall be 1 
deposited, pursuant to sections 35-146 and 35-147, in the state general fund. 2 

2.  Apply to the superior court in Maricopa county or any federal court 3 
for an injunction restraining the person from the violation, and on a showing 4 
by the commission that the person has engaged in, is engaging in or is about 5 
to engage in an act, practice or transaction in violation of this chapter or 6 
any rule or order of the commission, a temporary restraining order, 7 
preliminary injunction or permanent injunction shall be granted without 8 
bond.  Process in those actions may be served on the defendant in any county 9 
of this state in which the defendant transacts business or is found. 10 

3.  Apply to the superior court in Maricopa county or any federal court 11 
for an order restoring to any person in interest any monies or property, real 12 
or personal, that may have been acquired or transferred in violation of this 13 
chapter. 14 

4.  Petition the superior court in Maricopa county or transmit any 15 
evidence available concerning the act, practice or transaction to the 16 
attorney general and the attorney general may petition the superior court in 17 
Maricopa county for the appointment of a conservator to reorganize the 18 
affairs of, or a receiver to wind up the affairs of, the violator.  Process 19 
in those actions may be served on the defendant in any county in this state 20 
where the defendant transacts business or may be found. 21 

5.  Transmit any evidence available concerning the act, practice or 22 
transaction to a county attorney, the attorney general or the United States 23 
attorney who may, with or without the transmittal, directly institute or 24 
cause to be instituted any criminal proceedings as the evidence warrants. 25 

6.  IF THE JOINDER AUTHORIZED BY SECTION 44-2031 OR 44-3291 IS 26 
INAPPLICABLE BECAUSE THE DEFENDANT AND THE DEFENDANT'S SPOUSE ARE DIVORCED, 27 
APPLY TO THE SUPERIOR COURT IN MARICOPA COUNTY OR ANY FEDERAL COURT FOR AN 28 
ORDER RESTORING TO ANY PERSON IN INTEREST THAT FORMER SPOUSE'S PORTION OF ANY 29 
MONIES OR PROPERTY, REAL OR PERSONAL, INCLUDING NONCASH PROCEEDS AS DEFINED 30 
IN SECTION 47-9102, THAT MAY HAVE BEEN ACQUIRED OR TRANSFERRED BY THE 31 
DEFENDANT IN VIOLATION OF THIS CHAPTER.  ANY ORDER ISSUED PURSUANT TO THIS 32 
PARAGRAPH MUST BE SUPPORTED BY CLEAR AND CONVINCING EVIDENCE.  33 

Sec. 3.  Section 44-3291, Arizona Revised Statutes, is amended to read: 34 
44-3291.  Jurisdiction and venue of offenses and actions; 35 

joinder of spouse 36 
A.  The superior court has jurisdiction over violations of this 37 

chapter, the rules and orders of the commission adopted or issued under this 38 
chapter and all actions brought to enforce any liability or duty created 39 
under this chapter, except actions or proceedings brought under section 40 
44-3292, paragraph 2, 3 or 4 or appeals filed under article 8 of this 41 
chapter, over which the superior court in Maricopa county has exclusive 42 
jurisdiction. 43 

B.  Any action authorized by this chapter may be brought in the county 44 
in which the defendant is found, is an inhabitant or transacts business or in 45 
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the county in which the transaction took place.  Process may be served on any 1 
defendant in any county of this state in which the defendant is an inhabitant 2 
or in which the defendant is found. 3 

C.  The commission may join the spouse in any action authorized by this 4 
chapter to determine the liability of the marital community.  THIS SUBSECTION 5 
DOES NOT AUTHORIZE THE COMMISSION TO JOIN ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO IS DIVORCED FROM 6 
THE DEFENDANT AT THE TIME AN ACTION AUTHORIZED BY THIS CHAPTER IS FILED.  7 
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