
 

 

ARIZONA STATE SENATE 
51ST LEGISLATURE 
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CHAIRMAN: Senator Nancy Barto VICE-CHAIRMAN: Senator Kelli Ward 

  
ANALYST: Marianne Yamnik INTERN: Nicole Rivera 

 
  COMMITTEE  

SECRETARY: 
 
Shelley Ponce 

 

ATTENDANCE BILLS 

 

Committee Members Pr Ab Ex Bill Number Disposition 
Senator Ableser   X   
Senator Bradley X     
Senator Burges X     
Senator Hobbs  X    
Senator Yee X     
Senator Ward, Vice-Chairman X     
Senator Barto, Chairman X     

 
 

PRESENTATIONS
 
State Agency Updates on Human Rights Committees: 

Department of Economic Security - Steve Stencil, Quality Assurance Specialist with the 
Division of Developmental Disabilities 

Department of Health Services - Margery Ault, Assistant Director, Division of Behavioral Health 
Services 

Human Rights Committees Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  Committee on Health and  
Human Services 

 2  February 26, 2014 

Chairman Barto called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. and attendance was noted. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Barto stated that without objection, the minutes of February 19, 2014 
were approved.  

 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
State Agency Updates on Human Rights Committees (HRC) 
 
Steve Stencil, Quality Assurance Specialist, Division of Developmental Disabilities, 
Department of Economic Security, distributed a handout entitled “Human Rights Committees; 
Division of Developmental Disabilities, Statewide Chairpersons’ 2012 Annual Report” (Attachment A) 
and gave an overview of the Human Rights Committees. Mr. Stencil answered questions posed by 
the Committee. 
 
Al Nieto, Division of Developmental Disabilities, Administrator for the Family and Community 
Resources Unit, Supervisor of Human Rights Committees, answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Margery Ault, Assistant Director, Division of Behavioral Health Services, Arizona Department 
of Health Services, distributed a handout entitled “Human Rights Committees for Persons with a 
Mental Illness” (Attachment B) and gave an overview of the Human Rights Committees. Ms. Ault 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Mr. Neito answered additional questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Barto distributed a memo from Anthony Tsontakis, Council Attorney, Arizona Legislative 
Council regarding A.R.S. title 41, chapter 35 (Attachment C). 
 
Public Testimony 
 
Laura Knaperek, representing herself, testified as neutral and discussed intent of the legislation 
that created the Human Rights Committees. 
 
Human Rights Committees Members 
 
Karen Van Epps, HRC District Central, discussed problems the Human Rights Committees have 
when carrying out their duties. 
 
Dr. Craig Carter, Chair, Maricopa Human Rights Committee, distributed a copy of his remarks to 
the Committee (Attachment D) and gave an overview of the network of Human Rights Committees.  
Dr. Carter discussed problems the HRCs are having getting the information to be relevant to their 
duties and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Rae Hopf, State Hospital HRC, discussed problems the HRC is having with the administration of the 
State Hospital and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
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Sharon Ashcroft, Chair, Arizona State Hospital HRC, discussed the issues of HRC frustration with 
the administration of the State Hospital and possible litigation.   
 
Mona Zucker, HRC District West, discussed problems the HRC is having with the Department of 
Health Services. 
 
Patricia Thundercloud, HRC District West, discussed issues with incident reports.  
 
Jack Potts, M.D., HRC, discussed problems the HRC has encountered with the Regional Behavioral 
Health Authority (RBHA). 
 
Jim Gillcoatt, HRC, discussed issues with communication with the Department of Health Services 
and spoke of complaints from patients at the State Hospital.  Mr. Gillcoatt answered questions posed 
by the Committee. 
 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the agenda items (Attachment E). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:14 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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