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Chairman Yee called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m. and attendance was taken. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Senator Yee stated that without objection, the minutes of February 13, 2014 were 
approved.  

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB 1480 – transporting district conversion; schools – DO PASS 
 
Brandi Peplinski, Education Committee Intern, explained SB 1480. 
 
Senator Griffin, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1480. 
 
Barry Aarons, Apache County, Greenlee County, Arizona Association of County School 
Superintendents, testified in opposition to SB 1480. 
 
Stacey Morley, Arizona Department of Education, testified in support of SB 1480 and answered 
questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Yee noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Crandell moved SB 1480 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-3-1 (Attachment 1). 

 
Senator Crandell explained his vote. 
 
SB 1466 – smart school technology pilot program – FAILED 
 
Brandi Peplinski, Education Committee Intern, explained SB 1466. 
 
Senator McComish, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1466 and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Kevin DeMenna, I SCHOOL CAMPUS, testified in support of SB 1466 and answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
 
Jennifer Reynolds, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1466. 
 
Wesley Harris, representing himself, testified in opposition to SB 1466. 
 

Senator Crandell moved SB 1466 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion FAILED with a roll call vote of 4-5-0 (Attachment 2). 

 
Senators Begay, Bradley, Farnsworth, Landrum Taylor, Murphy, Ward, Crandell and Yee explained 
their votes. 
 
 
 



  Committee on Education  
 3 February 20, 2014  

SB 1240 – education; meetings; technical correction – DO PASS AMENDED/STRIKE 
EVERYTHING 
 
Carolyn Speroni, Appropriations Committee Analyst, explained the 3-page Yee strike everything 
amendment dated 02/18/14 at 10:13 a.m. (Attachment B) and answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Kevin DeMenna, Smart Schools Plus, testified in opposition to the strike everything amendment 
and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Leeann Wieser, Arizona Federation of Teachers Union, testified in opposition to the strike 
everything amendment and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
John MacDonald, Educational Services, Inc., testified in opposition to the strike everything 
amendment. 
 
Nicholas Ponder, Arizona State Retirement System, answered questions posed by the 
Committee. 
 
Senator Yee noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Crandell moved SB 1240 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Crandell moved the 3-page Yee strike everything amendment dated 
02/18/14 at 10:13 a.m. (Attachment B) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED with a 
voice vote. 
 
Senator Crandell moved SB 1240 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-3-0 (Attachment 3). 

 
Senators Bradley, Landrum Taylor, Murphy, Ward, Crandell and Yee explained their votes. 
 
SB 1199 – school board members; school employment – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Brandi Peplinski, Education Committee Intern, explained SB 1199 and the 2-line Yee amendment 
dated 02/19/14 at 10:30 a.m. (Attachment C). 
 
Senator Burges, bill sponsor, further explained SB 1199. 
 
Janice Palmer, Arizona School Boards Association, testified in opposition to SB 1199 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Yee noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Crandell moved SB 1199 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Crandell moved the 2-line Yee amendment dated 02/19/14 at 10:30 a.m. 
(Attachment C) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED by voice vote. 
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Senator Crandell moved SB 1199 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 9-0-0 (Attachment 4). 

 
Senator Bradley explained his vote. 
 
SB 1100 – schools; unused or underused buildings – DO PASS AMENDED 
 
Kody Kelleher, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1100 and the 2-page Yee 
amendment dated 02/19/14 at 4:25 p.m. (Attachment D). 
 
Jonathan Butcher, Education Director, Goldwater Institute, representing himself, testified in 
support of SB 1100 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Janice Palmer, Arizona School Boards Association, testified in opposition to SB 1100 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Charles Essigs, Director of Government Relations, Arizona Association of School Business 
Officials, testified in opposition to SB 1100. 
 
Raymond Strauss, City Councilman, City of Buckeye, representing himself, testified in 
opposition to SB 1100. 
 
Kristi Bencomo, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1100. 
 
Scott Lang, representing himself, testified in opposition to SB 1100. 
 
Dr. Mark Joraanstad, Saddlebrook School District, representing himself, testified in opposition to 
SB 1100 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Sydney Hay, American Federation for Children, Every Child Can Learn Inc., testified in support 
of SB 1100 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Senator Yee noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Crandell moved SB 1100 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
 
Senator Crandell moved the 2-page Yee amendment dated 02/19/14 at 4:25 p.m. 
(Attachment D) be ADOPTED. The motion CARRIED with a voice vote. 
 
Senator Crandell moved SB 1100 be returned with an AS AMENDED, DO PASS 
recommendation. The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 5-4-0 (Attachment 5). 

 
Senators Crandell and Yee explained their votes. 
 
SB 1388 – schools; academic standards; tests – DO PASS 
 
Kody Kelleher, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1388, SB 1395, SB 1396 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
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Chad Heinrich, Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce, testified in opposition to SB 1388,       
SB 1395, SB 1396 and answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Stacey Morley, Arizona Department of Education, answered questions posed by the Committee 
regarding SB 1388, SB 1395 and SB 1396. 
 
Diane Douglas, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1388, SB 1395 and SB 1396. 
 
Amanda McAdams, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1388, SB 1395 and SB 1396. 
 
Jay Kaprosy, Arizona Charter Schools Association, testified in opposition to SB 1388, SB 1395 
and SB 1396. 
 
Wesley Harris, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1388, SB 1395, SB 1396 and 
answered questions posed by the Committee. 
 
Kim Hartmann, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1388, SB 1395 and SB 1396. 
 
Kristi Bencomo, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1388, SB 1395 and SB 1396. 
 
Jennifer Reynolds, representing herself, distributed a handout entitled “Retaining Constitutionally 
Guaranteed Liberty and State Sovereignty” (Attachment E) and testified in opposition to SB 1388,   
SB 1395 and SB 1396. 
 
Senator Yee noted the individuals who registered their position on the bills (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Crandell moved SB 1388 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-3-0 (Attachment 6). 

 
Senators Crandell and Yee explained their votes. 
 
SB 1395 – schools; competency requirements; assessments; optional – DO PASS 
 

Senator Crandell moved SB 1395 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-3-0 (Attachment 7). 

 
SB 1396 – schools; competency requirements; assessments – DO PASS 
 

Senator Crandell moved SB 1396 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-3-0 (Attachment 8). 

 
Senators Landrum Taylor, Crandell and Yee explained their votes. 
 
SB 1310 – schools; common core; prohibition – DO PASS 
 
Kody Kelleher, Education Committee Analyst, explained SB 1310. 
 
Christine Thompson, Deputy Director, Arizona State Board of Education, answered questions 
posed by the Committee. 
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Diane Douglas, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1310. 
 
Nichole Cohen, representing herself, testified in support of SB 1310. 
 
Teddi Thompson, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1310. 
 
Mitra Khazai, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1310. 
 
Wesley Harris, representing himself, testified in support of SB 1310. 
 
Jennifer Reynolds, representing herself, testified in opposition to SB 1310. 
 
Glenn Hamer, Arizona Chamber of Commerce and Industry, testified in opposition to SB 1310. 
 
Scott Lang, representing himself testified in opposition to SB 1310. 
 
Senator Yee noted the individuals who registered their position on the bill (Attachment A). 
 

Senator Crandell moved SB 1310 be returned with a DO PASS recommendation. 
The motion CARRIED with a roll call vote of 6-3-0 (Attachment 9). 

 
Senators Crandell and Yee explained their votes. 
 
SB 1095 – withdrawal from PARCC – HELD 
 
Senator Yee stated that SB 1095 would be HELD. 
 
SB 1121 – high school graduation; tests; moratorium – HELD 
 
Senator Yee stated that SB 1121 would be HELD. 
 
Attached is a list noting the individuals who registered their position on the bills (Attachment A). 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:14 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Shelley Ponce 
Committee Secretary 

 
(Audio recordings and attachments are on file in the Secretary of the Senate’s Office/Resource Center, Room 115. Audio 
archives are available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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