
  

 
   COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 
   March 13, 2014 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Thursday, March 13, 2014 
House Hearing Room 4  --  10:00 a.m. 

 
 
Chairman Farnsworth called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Allen Mr. Orr Mr. Pierce J, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Contreras Mr. Quezada Mr. Farnsworth E, Chairman 
Mr. Hale   
 

Members Absent 
 
Ms. Goodale (excused)   
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1135 – DP (7-0-0-1) SB1366 – DP (5-2-0-1) 
SB1266 – DP (7-0-0-1)  
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB1135 – qualified immunity; nonprofit clinics – DO PASS 
 
Brianna Layser, Majority Research Intern, explained that SB1135 specifies that a health 
professional who provides optometric treatment, in addition to medical or dental treatment, 
within their scope of practice at a nonprofit clinic is not liable in a medical malpractice action 
unless the health professional was found to be grossly negligent (Attachment 1).  The bill defines 
nonprofit clinic. 
 
Those who signed up in support of SB1135 but did not speak: 
Don Isaacson, representing Independent Colleges and Universities of Arizona 
David Landrith, Lobbyist, Arizona Medical Association 
Amanda Weaver, Lobbyist, Arizona Osteopathic Medical Association 
John MacDonald, Arizona Dental Association 
Kevin Earle, Executive Director, Arizona Dental Association 
Kelsey Lundy, Lobbyist, Midwestern University 
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Vice-Chairman Pierce moved that SB1135 do pass.  The motion carried by a 
roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
SB1266 – misconduct involving weapons; judicial officers – DO PASS 
 
Rick Hazelton, Majority Research Assistant Analyst, stated that SB1266 exempts an elected or 
appointed judicial officer from misconduct involving weapons if the officer carries a deadly 
weapon in the court facility where the judicial officer works (Attachment 3).  The bill excludes 
hearing officers and part-time judicial officer pro tempores from this exemption.   
 
Clancy Jayne, Justice of the Peace, Desert Ridge Justice Court, testified in support of SB1266.  
He advised that in Maricopa County, judicial courts have strong security; however, several rural 
courthouses do not have security measures.  Some judges have brought up the need to carry a 
weapon in the facility in which the judicial officer works because of concern for their safety.  
There has also been a recommendation for an amendment requiring judges to be subject to  
weapons training.  
 
Those who signed up in support of SB1266 but did not speak: 
Terry Stewart, Court Administrator, Maricopa County Justice Courts 
Vince Roberts, representing self 
 

Vice-Chairman Pierce moved that SB1266 do pass.  The motion carried by a 
roll call vote of 7-0-0-1 (Attachment 4).     

SB1366 – technical correction; escape; secure facility(now: firearm; definition) – DO PASS 

Brianna Layser, Majority Research Intern, stated that SB1366 modifies the definition of a 
firearm to include a weapon that is designed to expel a solid projectile through a barrel or tube by 
the action of rapidly expanding gases created by a burning propellant or powder (Attachment 5). 
 
Dave Kopp, Manager, Arizona Citizens Defense League, in favor of SB1366, stated that there is 
a conflict in statute with the way a firearm is defined.  This legislation attempts to correct that 
conflict and to exempt air guns from the definition of a firearm.  The language of this bill is a 
compromise reached with the Maricopa County Attorney's Office.  The Pima County Attorney's 
Office has some concerns with the removal of language stating that a firearm can be defined as 
anything readily converted to expel a projectile, and the League is willing to work with them on 
their issues. 
 
Those who signed up in support of SB1366 but did not speak:   
John Wentling, Vice President, Arizona Citizens Defense League 
Daniel Reid, National Rifle Association 
 
Those who signed up in opposition to SB1366 but did not speak:  
John Thomas, Lobbyist, Arizona Association of Chiefs of Police 
Kathleen Mayer, Lobbyist, Pima County Attorney's Office 
 

Vice-Chairman Pierce moved that SB1366 do pass.  The motion carried by a 
roll call vote of 5-2-0-1 (Attachment 6). 
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Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
 
 
    
 
       ______________________________ 
       Joanne Bell, Committee Secretary 
       March 25, 2014 
 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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