
  

 
   COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 
   March 5, 2014 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Wednesday, March 5, 2014 
House Hearing Room 4  --  10:00 a.m. 

 
 
Chairman Carter called the meeting to order at 10:06 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mrs. Brophy McGee Mr. Meyer Mr. Boyer, Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. Gonzales Ms. Steele Mrs. Carter, Chairman 
Mr. Lovas Ms. Townsend  
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1050 – DP (8-0-0-0) SB1135 – DP (8-0-0-0) 
 
Chairman Carter introduced two girls from the March of Dimes who are advocating for the 
newborn screening bill and welcomed the members of the Arizona College of Emergency 
Physicians. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Pediatric Workforce 
 
Mary Rimsza, MD, Arizona Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, talked about the 
Arizona Pediatric Workforce (Attachment 1).  She spoke about results of a survey from 
pediatricians and the issues that face Arizona.  The purpose of the survey was to determine the 
adequacy of the supply and current demand for pediatric care.  She stated that there is, and is 
going to be, a shortage of pediatricians and particularly, subspecialists in the field.  She 
explained that to become a pediatrician requires four years of college, four years of medical 
school and three years of pediatric residency.  To specialize there is another three years of 
schooling to complete which puts the average age of specialists in the mid-thirties.  Ms. Rimsza 
discussed a few of the reasons for the shortage and said that rural areas suffer the most: 
 

• Increase in pediatric demand due to more complex diseases at younger ages 
• A high percentage of pediatricians will be retiring within ten years 
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• The capacity versus demand for primary care pediatricians 
• Insurance coverage and payment options 
• Availability of training and residencies in Arizona 

 
Discussion ensued on the graduate medical education (GME) availability, residency options, and 
the national distribution funding model.  
 
The State of Cancer in Arizona 
 
Brain Hummell, Arizona Director of Government Relations, American Cancer Society; Cancer 
Action Network, gave a powerpoint presentation on The State of Cancer in Arizona  
(Attachment 2).  He explained that the role of the Cancer Action Network (CAN) is creating 
change through policy.  According to the American Cancer Society (ACS) Cancer Facts and 
Figures 2014 report, 32,830 Arizonans will be diagnosed with new cancer and 11,400 will die of 
cancer in 2014.  Mr. Hummell talked about state-funded programs for the low-income 
population, pending legislation, and the Governor’s budget for cancer research funding.  
 
Peter Lance, MD, FRCP, Professor of Medicine, Molecular & Cellular Biology and Public 
Health, University of Arizona; Deputy Director, University of Arizona Cancer Center-Phoenix; 
Medical Director, University of Arizona Clinical Research Unit, continued the powerpoint 
presentation on The State of Cancer in Arizona (Attachment 3).  He highlighted that the potential 
preventative measures are not as expensive as treating the established cancer.  He spoke about 
Arizona’s demographic and ethnicity statistics, survivorship, education, and explained that 
smoking and obesity are the two highest contributors to the cancer rates.  Mr. Lance stated that 
healthy lifestyle factors and behavior modification, in early and later stages of life, reduce the 
risk of noncommunicable diseases such as cancer by over 50 percent.  
 
Keith Stewart, MD, Vasek and Anna Maria Polak Professor of Cancer Research, Dean for 
Research - Mayo Clinic, gave a powerpoint presentation on Individualized Care for the Arizona 
Cancer Patient AZ CCC: Catalyzing Cancer Research (Attachment 4).  He presented three 
outlines and five objectives to catalyzing cancer research in Arizona.  He spoke about how the 
cancer environment has developed into large team-based coalitions and the research that has 
been noted in worldwide prominent publications.  Mr. Stewart added that if patients are to come 
to Arizona from out of state, Arizona has to offer them something they cannot get anywhere else, 
including very advanced clinical trials and drugs.  He spoke of the website 
www.clinicaltrials.gov that provides the public with openings of clinical trials in Arizona.  At 
Chairman Carter’s request, he spoke about the proton beam gantry, which will not be available 
until 2016, its cost and benefits to the research of cancer.  
 
Jessica McCaffrey, Senior Representative, Community Engagement, American Cancer Society, 
Great West Division, stated that the American Cancer Society (ACS) helps people stay well, get 
well, find cures and fight back against cancer through research, education, advocacy, and 
services.  It also provides tips, tools, and resources to help people set goals, stay motivated and 
maintain active lifestyles.  She explained the function and services the ACS provides and asked 
everyone to get involved with their local chapter.  
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Discussion ensued between Mr. Hummell, Mr. Lance and Members, on a registry of tracking 
tobacco sales, the statistics of cancer doubling, avoiding possible cancer-causing environmental 
factors, and keeping track of medical family history for genetic indicators.  
 
Chairman Carter thanked everyone for the presentations and stated it is a first step in a long 
process to shape public policy.  
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
SB1135 – qualified immunity; nonprofit clinics – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Boyer moved that SB1135 do pass. 
 
Ryan Sullivan, Majority Research Assistant Analyst, explained that SB1135 specifies that a 
health professional that provides optometric treatment, in addition to medical or dental treatment, 
within their scope of practice at a nonprofit clinic is not liable in a medical malpractice action 
unless the health professional was found to be grossly negligent (Attachment 5). 
 
Senator Nancy Barto, sponsor, stated that SB1135 allows providers to not be subject to medical 
malpractice if they are providing free healthcare at free clinics.  
 
Kelsey Lundy, Midwestern University, in support of SB1135, stated that this clarifies the 
definition of a nonprofit clinic in statute and covers charity care such as shelters.   
 
Names of those who signed up in support of SB1135 but did not speak: 
Norman Moore, Independent Colleges and Universities of Arizona 
Susan Cannata, Arizona Academy of Family Physicians 
David Landrith, Arizona Medical Association 
Amanda Weaver, Arizona Osteopathic Medical Association 
Kevin Earle, Arizona Dental Association 
Barbara Fanning, Arizona Hospital and Healthcare Association  
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1135 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 6). 

 
SB1050 – telemedicine; naturopaths – DO PASS  
 

Vice-Chairman Boyer moved that SB1050 do pass. 
 

Ryan Sullivan, Majority Research Assistant Analyst, explained that SB1050 allows naturopathic 
physicians to practice telemedicine and adds naturopathic physicians to the definition of health 
care provider within the telemedicine statutes (Attachment 7). 
 
Senator Gail Griffin, sponsor, asked for support of SB1050. 
 
Mark Barnes, Arizona Naturopathic Medical Association, spoke in support of SB1050.  He 
stated this enables collaboration with other medical professionals and allows a modernized way 
to practice, when appropriate, telemedicine care.  
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Dr. Christine Girard, Executive Vice President, Southwest College of Naturopathic Medicine, 
spoke in support of SB1050 and stated this measure presents three areas of opportunity: patient 
care, research, and medical education.   
 
Names of those who signed up in support of SB1050 but did not speak: 
David Landrith, Arizona Medical Association 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1050 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 8). 

 
Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Tracey Gardner, Committee Secretary 
May 1, 2014 

 
 
 
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov).  
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