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ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature –Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Monday, February 24, 2014 
House Hearing Room 3  --  2:00 p.m. 

 
 
Chairman Goodale called the meeting to order at 3:51 p.m. and roll call was taken by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Allen Mr. Meyer Mr. Coleman, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Boyer Ms. Otondo Ms. Goodale, Chairman 
Mrs. Carter Mr. Pierce J  
 

Members Absent 
 
Ms. Miranda   
 

Committee Action 
 
SB1123 – DP (8-0-0-1)  
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILL 
 
SB1123 – property; liability; schools; recreational users – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Coleman moved that SB1123 do pass. 
 

Hannah Mitchell, Majority Research Intern, explained that SB1123 modifies the definition of 
recreational user as it relates to the determination of liability on certain properties  
(Attachment 1).   
 
Senator Kelli Ward, sponsor, stated that America is in the midst of a full-blown obesity 
epidemic.  Children and families need safe places to play and be physically active.  Schools are 
not opening up their grounds because of concerns about civil liability.  Limiting liability 
eliminates the barrier to opening school grounds for recreational purposes in communities. 
 
Nicole Olmstead, Government Relations Director, American Heart Association, in favor of 
SB1123, related that a few years ago, exterior school grounds, with the exception of water 
features, was added to the definition of park in this section of the statute to limit the liability of 
schools during noninstructional hours. The definition of recreational user was included 
specifically to ensure that adding school grounds to the definition of park did not take away the 
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liability of schools for students during the school day, but the schools were inadvertently made 
responsible for students for the entire time they are in transit to school.  SB1123 corrects this 
oversight so schools are responsible for students during the designated school day as determined 
by the school district, which is typically about a half hour before and a half hour after school.   
 
Vice-Chairman Coleman announced the names of those who signed up in support of SB1123 but 
did not speak: 
Pat VanMaanen, representing self  
Karen McClelland, representing self  
Doreen Zannis, representing self  
Janice Palmer, Arizona School Boards Association  
Geoff Esposito, Arizona School Boards Association  
Steve Poling, representing self 
 

Question was called on the motion that SB1123 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 8-0-0-1 (Attachment 2). 
 

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary 
      March 13, 2014 
             
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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