
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON FEDERALISM 
 AND FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

February 20, 2014 
    

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON FEDERALISM 
AND FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 
Minutes of Special Meeting 
Thursday, February 20, 2014 

House Hearing Room 1 -- 2:00 p.m. or upon recess or adjournment of Floor 
 
 
Chairman Olson called the meeting to order at 5:44 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Gowan Mr. Seel Mr. Smith, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Larkin Mr. Wheeler Mr. Olson, Chairman 
Mrs. Lesko   
 

Members Absent 
 
Mr. Contreras   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2699 – DP (5-2-0-1) HB2700 – DP (5-2-0-1) 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB2699 – endangered species programs; rescission; reimbursement – DO PASS 
 
 Vice-Chairman Smith moved that HB2699 do pass. 
 
Jordan Willette, Majority Research Intern, explained that HB2699 is an emergency measure that 
requires the Arizona Game and Fish Department to cease participation in any program that was 
not cooperatively implemented under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (Attachment 1).  
 
Representative Bob Thorpe, sponsor, stated the intent behind the bill is to require the federal 
government to be responsible for those who have sustained losses from the programs. 
 
Sandy Bahr, Chapter Director, Sierra Club-Grand Canyon Chapter, spoke in opposition to 
HB2699.  
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Chairman Olson announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2699 but did not 
speak:  
Nicholas Dranias, representing self 
Joe Sigg, Arizona Farm Bureau 
 
Chairman Olson announced the names of those who signed up in opposition to HB2699 but did 
not speak:  
Michael Sorum, representing self 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2699 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 5-2-0-1 (Attachment 2). 

 
HB2700 – federal acquisition; state lands; monitoring – DO PASS 
 
 Vice-Chairman Smith moved that HB2700 do pass. 
 
Paul Benny, Majority Research Analyst, stated that HB2700 requires the State Land Department 
(Department) to identify the state lands that have been acquired by the federal government and to 
assess the financial impacts of such acquisitions (Attachment 3).  
 
Representative Bob Thorpe, sponsor, explained that the Department manages approximately 9.2 
million acres of state trust land on behalf of 14 beneficiaries.  In President Clinton’s 
administration, 100,000 acres of Arizona land were taken by the federal government.  HB2700 
holds the Department accountable to determine the impact that acquisitions have on the trust 
beneficiaries and involves a third party, chosen by the Governor’s Office, and the Attorney 
General’s office to assess the short-term and long-term financial impacts. 
 
Sandy Bahr, Chapter Director, Sierra Club-Grand Canyon Chapter, spoke in opposition to 
HB2700.  
 
Chairman Olson announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2700 but did not 
speak:  
Nicholas Dranias, representing self 
Joe Sigg, Arizona Farm Bureau 
 
Chairman Olson announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on HB2700 but did not 
speak:  
Bill Boyd, Arizona State Land Department 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2700 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 5-2-0-1 (Attachment 4). 
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Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m. 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Tracey Gardner, Committee Secretary 
February 21, 2014 
 
 

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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