
  

 
   COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND WATER 
   February 18, 2014 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND WATER 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Tuesday, February 18, 2014 
House Hearing Room 5  --  2:00 p.m. 

 
 
Chairman Barton called the meeting to order at 3:23 p.m. and roll call was taken by the secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Escamilla Ms. Miranda Mr. Pratt, Vice-Chairman 
Ms. Fann Mr. Mitchell Mrs. Barton, Chairman 
Mrs. Gabaldón Mr. Shope  
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2530 – DPA S/E (7-1-0-0) HB2326 – HELD 
 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB2326 – water banking authority; storage credits – HELD 
 

Chairman Barton announced that HB2326 will be held. 
 

HB2530 – county dog licensing; temporary license – DO PASS AMENDED S/E 
 S/E: temporary dog licensing 
 

Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that HB2530 do pass. 
 
Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that the Barton seven-page strike-everything 
amendment to HB2530 dated 02/14/14 (Attachment 1) be adopted. 
 

Amanda Orozco, Majority Research Intern, explained that the Barton seven-page strike-
everything amendment to HB2530 dated 02/14/14 (Attachment 1) adds new language requiring a 
pet dealer, pet store and commercial dog breeder to obtain a temporary dog license for dogs 
under three months of age, reduces the penalty for any person who knowingly fails to obtain a 
license for a dog from a class 2 misdemeanor to a petty offense and makes additional 
requirements related to licenses for pet dealers, pet stores, commercial dog breeders and 
individuals purchasing dogs (Attachment 2).   
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Gretchen Jacobs, representing self, said she came up with the idea for this legislation because she 
ran over a Chihuahua the other night and has also called the pound on several occasions 
regarding stray dogs, but she was unable to get an answer.  She is aware that the pound does not 
have enough resources and most county animal shelters are operated with revenue from licensing 
fees.   
 
Representative Brophy McGee, sponsor, stated that the intent of this legislation is to have 
puppies registered and entered into the system so owners will receive a reminder in the mail to 
vaccinate their pet.  She will continue to meet with stakeholders, such as the Arizona Humane 
Society and counties, to achieve better outcomes for animals throughout the state.   
 
Chairman Barton remarked that, without objection, the Barton two-page amendment to the 
strike-everything amendment to HB2530 dated 02/17/14 (Attachment 3) will be offered for 
consideration.  The amendment was brought forward by all of the involved stakeholders, but it 
was not finished in time to meet the 2:00 p.m. deadline the previous day.  No one objected. 
 

Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that the Barton two-page amendment to the 
strike-everything amendment to HB2530 dated 02/17/14 (Attachment 3) be 
adopted. 
 

Ms. Orozco related that the Barton two-page amendment to the strike-everything amendment to 
HB2530 dated 02/17/14 (Attachment 3) allows the board of supervisors to waive any penalty 
fees at any time for a period of 180 days in order to encourage vaccination and licensing, strikes 
language related to temporary license requirements for dogs that are three months of age in 
Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 11-1008.01 and replaces the language with the following 
provisions: 
 

• A pet dealer, publicly-operated pound or private, charitable nonprofit humane society 
must submit information to the county enforcement agent stating the name and address of 
the person purchasing or adopting the dog and the date of the sale or adoption within  
90 days of the date the dog is purchased or adopted. 

• Stipulates that the county enforcement agent shall only use the information for licensing 
purposes. 

• States that if the pet dealer, publicly-operated pound or private, charitable nonprofit 
humane society does not issue a license at the time of sale or adoption, the county 
enforcement agent may mail the license to the person who purchased or adopted the dog. 

• States that pet dealer has the same meaning prescribed in A.R.S. § 44-1799; however, it 
does not include any organization that never owns or directly adopts out any animal but 
merely allows its facilities to be used by other entities for adoption purposes. 

 
Question was called on the motion that the Barton two-page amendment to 
the strike-everything amendment to HB2530 dated 02/17/14 (Attachment 3) 
be adopted.  The motion carried. 
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Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that the Barton seven-page strike-everything 
amendment to HB2530 dated 02/14/14 (Attachment 1) as amended be 
adopted.  The motion carried. 
 

Ms. Jacobs, in response to questions, clarified portions of the strike-everything amendment with 
the Barton amendment.  She noted that she just learned that the counties object to two 
provisions: 
 

• Changing the penalty for not licensing a dog from a misdemeanor to a petty offense 
• Attestation of vaccinations   

 
She noted that some county shelters hope a database can eventually be created to confirm 
vaccinations with the Arizona Department of Agriculture (ADAG) since veterinarians must 
submit all vaccinations to the ADAG.  Representative Brophy McGee said over the summer, 
stakeholders can discuss how to tie those together if there is additional funding from people who 
adopt and purchase dogs.   
 
Representative Brophy McGee indicated that she only became aware of concerns by the counties 
so she needs more time to meet and work out compromises.  She plans to either solve the 
problem or not go forward with the legislation.  She opined that the overall policy "paints a much 
better picture" if dogs are registered, put into the system and vaccinated. 
 
Mark Barnes, Pinal County Board of Supervisors, noted that the Board runs animal control in 
Pinal County.  He stated that this is a very diverse state when it comes to terrain and the 
situations faced by animal control, so developing public policy that works for everyone takes 
time.  He cited two issues: 
 

• Current law requires a 15-day warning if someone has not licensed a dog, and in 15 days, 
animal control can check to see if it was done; if not, the person is charged with a  
class 2 misdemeanor.  In Pinal County, that person will go through a civil court process 
and be directed to license the dog.  If that is not done again, the person can be fined 
$150, with a $750 maximum fine.  This proposal basically changes the 15-day warning 
to a petty offense, which enforcement officers believe people will only ignore.   

• The legislation states that in addition to the current process, people will have the option to 
attest to the county animal control that the animal was taken to a veterinarian and 
provide the name of the veterinarian, after which animal control will call the veterinarian 
for confirmation.  The current process seems to work since complaints have not been 
received from veterinarians.   

 
He added that the core part of the bill makes sense and will help people license their animals.  
Despite opposition to those two pieces, he is willing to work with the sponsor and others to 
develop good policy. 
 
Chairman Barton commented that she is glad to hear that discussions will continue.  Mr. Barnes 
indicated that the two issues were dealt with in the Senate and probably cannot be addressed 
within two weeks of discussion. 
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Jessie Armendt Hannah, Arizona Humane Society, spoke in support of the strike-everything 
amendment to HB2530 with the Barton amendment.  She said the Arizona Humane Society is a 
private, local not-for-profit shelter in Maricopa County.  It is the largest nonprofit in the state and 
adopts about 18,000 animals per year.  The requirement to license each dog that is adopted from 
shelters caused concern because of limited resources; however, the Arizona Humane Society 
shares the same goal as the sponsor and Chairman Barton that more dogs need to be licensed.  
The Barton amendment to the strike-everything amendment does not require shelters to license, 
but to merely collect the name and address for submittal to the county to identify people not in 
compliance or who need a reminder to license their dog; therefore, this will not be an 
administrative burden for the Arizona Humane Society.   
 
Vice-Chairman Pratt announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on the strike-
everything amendment to HB2530 with the Barton amendment but did not speak: 
Michelle Ahlmer, Lobbyist, Arizona Retailers Association 
 

Vice-Chairman Pratt moved that HB2530 as amended do pass.  The motion 
carried by a roll call vote of 7-1-0-0 (Attachment 4). 
 

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:49 p.m. 
 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary 
      March 5, 2014 
       
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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