
  

 
  COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND 
 WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
   January 22, 2014 

ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDUCATION AND 

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
 

Minutes of Meeting 
Wednesday, January 22, 2014 

House Hearing Room 1  --  10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Chairman Dial called the meeting to order at 10:04 a.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Ms. Alston Mr. Saldate Mr. Orr, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Coleman Mr. Stevens Mr. Dial, Chairman 
Mr. Larkin Mr. Thorpe  
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2005 – DP (8-0-0-0)  
 
INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS AND STAFF 
 
Introductions were made by the Members. 
 
Introductions were made by the Staff: Eric Figueroa, Democratic Policy Advisor;  
Austin Stumpf, Democratic Intern; Kyle Heitmann, Majority Research Intern; Jeanine Jones,  
Majority Research Analyst; Michael Madden, Majority Assistant Research Analyst;  
Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary; Carissa Cortez and Alyssa Thomas, Pages. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Joan Koerber-Walker, Arizona BioIndustry Association (AzBio), provided a powerpoint 
presentation on Growing Arizona's Innovative Economy focusing on the biosciences and 
educating tomorrow's workforce (Attachment 1).  In response to questions, she related the 
following: 
 

• According to the Flinn Foundation, biotech company growth was 45 percent over the last 
10 years; based on Battelle research and assuming similar levels of investment going 
forward, it is anticipated that as much as 50 percent growth could be reached.  Strategic 
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investments are needed, not only to grow the industry but also to reduce health care costs, 
which is best done through early diagnosis. 

• Although the data is somewhat outdated because there are no resources for independent 
studies, according to the state and Battelle, as of 2009, which was not the best year, the 
economic impact of biotech companies was $1.1 billion. 

• The $1 billion Arizona Board of Regents (ABOR) bond request will be split among the 
three universities.  A good portion will be used for infrastructure, i.e., maintaining 
equipment and buildings, and expanding space, so other dollars within the university 
budgets can be used to attract and fund researchers.   

• Private sector investment spans a broad continuum; the universities are working with 
foundations to obtain public sector involvement and AzBio is working with industry 
members (see www.azbio.org member tab) on strategic investment for sponsored 
research.   

• AzBio works closely with teachers and students at the Biotechnology Academy in Mesa, 
where much of the equipment has been loaned to them from the Biodesign Institute at 
Arizona State University.  Working side by side with researchers is critically important.   

• At the high school and undergraduate levels, Helios Education Foundation is working 
with the Translational Genomics Research Institute (TGen) on one of the top biotech 
internships in the country.  Helios has been incredibly generous but there are 30 
applications for every student that is accepted. These internships are expensive because 
of the laboratory equipment, training, etc. that is involved. 

• Last year she gave presentations at an elementary school in Phoenix where she asked 
students age-appropriate questions, such as whether someone can live without a human 
heart.  The SynCardia artificial heart, which is manufactured in Tucson, enables people 
waiting for a heart transplant to go home with a mechanical heart that is operated by a 
power pack in a backpack.  It is considered an investigational device by the  
Food and Drug Administration and 1,600 people have successfully bridged to transplant.  
The longest a person had an artificial heart before obtaining another human heart was 
almost four years.  Patients can be seen in videos biking, etc., at www.azbio.tv. 

• Bioscience states are ranked on a scale from one to five.  Arizona is ranked at three, but 
moved from the bottom to the middle in ten years, with an investment level of  
$4.4 billion in private and federal money.  Compared to Massachusetts where private 
foundations are fully funding activities, along with state support, Arizona is way "behind 
the eight-ball."   

 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS 
 
HB2005 – community colleges; nonresidents; reimbursement – DO PASS 
 

Vice-Chairman Orr moved that HB2005 do pass. 
 

Michael Madden, Majority Assistant Research Analyst, explained that HB2005 eliminates the 
requirement that a county school superintendent verify the county residency of a community 
college student attending school in another county (Attachment 2).  He acknowledged that the 
bill only applies to students in Apache and Greenlee counties. 
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Barry Aarons, Apache County; Association of County School Superintendents; Greenlee County, 
in favor of HB2005, related that the purpose of the bill is to repeal a time-consuming, expensive 
and redundant process that is no longer necessary. 
 
Barry Williams, School Superintendent, Apache County, spoke in favor of HB2005  
(Attachment 3).  He stated that eliminating the requirement that an affidavit must be signed by 
the student with the county school superintendent stating that the individual has resided in the 
county will save a huge amount of time and effort on the part of county personnel and 
admissions officers in community colleges.  It will also eliminate the misunderstanding about 
waiving tuition that county personnel deal with daily when parents take affidavits to the county 
to be notarized.  With today's computerized registration systems, it is possible to verify a 
student's domicile.   
 
Representative David Gowan, sponsor, said this proposal was brought to him by Greenlee and 
Apache county personnel in order to resolve an issue with redundancy.  The community colleges 
that are affected are already providing this data, and superintendents of these county schools will 
be free to attend to other issues. 
 
Trey Williams, Legislative Liaison, Arizona Association of Counties, advised that HB2005 is 
supported by all 15 county school superintendents. 
 
Vice-Chairman Orr announced the names of those who signed up as neutral on HB2005 but did 
not speak: 
Leonard Clark, representing self 
 
Vice-Chairman Orr announced the names of persons who signed up in support of HB2005 but 
did not speak: 
Dawn Wallace, Maricopa County Community College District 
Jessica Rainbow, Maricopa County Community College District 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2005 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 8-0-0-0 (Attachment 4). 
 

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 10:50 a.m. 
 
 
      _______________________________ 
      Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary 
      January 23, 2014 
       
(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov) 
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