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ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Fifty-first Legislature – Second Regular Session 

 
COMMITTEE ON FEDERALISM 
AND FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

 
Minutes of Meeting 

Tuesday, January 21, 2014 
House Hearing Room 1  --  2:00 p.m. 

 
 
Chairman Olson called the meeting to order at 2:18 p.m. and attendance was noted by the 
secretary. 
 

Members Present 
 
Mr. Contreras Mrs. Lesko Mr. Smith, Vice-Chairman 
Mr. Gowan Mr. Seel Mr. Olson, Chairman 
Mr. Larkin Mr. Wheeler  
 

Members Absent 
 
None   
 

Committee Action 
 
HB2014 – DP (5-3-0-0)  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Olson welcomed the Committee. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF NEW STAFF 
 
Chairman Olson introduced staff:  Paul Benny, Majority Research Analyst; Jordan Willette, 
Majority Research Intern; Cynthia Aragon, Democratic Policy Advisor; Toni Seumptewa, 
Democratic Staff Intern; Tracey Gardner, Committee Secretary; Weston Simms and Samantha 
Franklin, Pages. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILL 
 
HB2014 – ballot measures; proposition 105 disclosure – DO PASS 
 
 Vice-Chairman Smith moved that HB2014 do pass. 
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Jordan Willette, Majority Research Intern, stated that in 1998 the voters passed Proposition 105 
which made changes to the Arizona Constitution amending the initiative and referendum 
process.  HB2014 is similar to HB2007 which was introduced during the Fifty-first Legislature, 
First Regular Session, and requires a Proposition 105 notification be included on any campaign 
literature or advertisement regarding the propositions that are statutory measures.  It adds a 
notification to the exemption relating to the list of items that cannot be conveniently printed on.  
The bill also requires a notification be included in the publicity pamphlet issued by the Secretary 
of State and the official ballot for the propositions that are statutory measures.  HB2014 specifies 
the wording of the notification and contains a severability clause (Attachment 1).  
 
Mr. Seel asked about the severability clause and why is it included in the bill. 
 
Ms. Willette specified that the severability clause states that if any measure is deemed 
unconstitutional it does not affect the other measures. 
 
Mr. Seel reiterated that it would hold up the basic overall integrity of the bill if any part were 
deemed not enforceable to which Ms. Willette replied in the affirmative. 
 
Eric Emmert, East Valley Chamber of Commerce Alliance, spoke in favor of HB2014 stating 
that even well-educated business people did not know about the Arizona Voter Protection Act, 
Proposition 105, and so this bill acts to clarify and inform voters. 
 
Discussion ensued as to the intent and language of the bill.   
 
Jen Sweeney Marson, Executive Director, Arizona Association of Counties, spoke against the 
bill.  She displayed a Navajo ballot (Attachment 2), and stated that most counties do not separate 
the Spanish and English versions so all information is combined on one ballot  The provisions of 
HB2014 could add a second page to the ballot which is very costly.   
 
Discussion ensued as to the location of information on the ballot, cost of extra ballot paper and 
alternatives of distributing the necessary information to voters via the mail or polling places.  
 
Representative Michelle Ugenti, sponsor, stated that the intent of HB2014 is to fully inform 
voters of the implications and ramifications of their voting decisions.  It empowers the voters and 
helps them understand how their vote impacts the state.  She elaborated that Proposition 105 is a 
law and questioned why voters would not want to be informed.  HB2014 is a disclosure of 
information; it does not sway the voter but simply informs them.  Representative Ugenti spoke 
about the opposition to the bill last year and reviewed the changes made of condensing language 
and saving space.  She was under the impression that HB2014 is the engrossed version of last 
year’s bill and was unaware of the counties’ concerns.  
 
Discussion ensued as to the placing and condensing of the language in the voter information 
packet, location of the information; polling place versus ballot, and a language change from “can 
never be” to “may only be”.   
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Sandy Bahr, Chapter Director, Sierra Club-Grand Canyon Chapter, spoke against HB2014 
stating that there are some language problems and it is not accurate to say never in this bill. 
There are many things the voters should know but the ballot is not a proper place to print them.  
Ms. Bahr stated that there currently is no case law cited that if the voters repeal something that 
the Legislature has passed, they are protected by the Voter Protection Act.  She added that 
putting all the information in front of the measures could be misleading and discourage the 
voters from voting. 
 
Discussion ensued as to a location of posting information, the benefits of the information on the 
ballot and public explanation of funding sources.  Ms. Bahr clarified that HB2014 requires the 
information to be printed in three places: the publicity pamphlet, the ballot, and in advertising 
which is currently not required. 
 
Johnathan Roes, Elections Director, Navajo County, President, Election Officials of Arizona, 
spoke against HB2014 because of the concerns stated earlier by Mrs. Marson.  The ballot is 
valuable real estate and the space is kept open in case there are other election measures.  He 
stated that the printing cost would increase as well as the postage.  The ballot is printed on 
different paper, which is more expensive, and with the return envelopes and pamphlet 
information, the postage would be more.  Mr. Roes acknowledged Mr. Larkin’s question about 
providing the information in another place and stated that the information materials are already 
sent with the sample ballots.  
 
Discussion ensued as to the cost of ballot paper and postage, who pays for the printing, 
consolidated elections savings, and the price of changing the template or style of the ballot since 
it is currently a set template. 
 
Leonard Clark, representing self, spoke against HB2014 stating it would cost more money. 
 
Vice-Chairman announced the names of those who signed up in opposition to HB2014 but did 
not speak: 
Pat VanMaanen, representing self 
Karen Michael, Animal Defense League of Arizona 
Karen Michael, Humane Voters of Arizona 
Jennifer Loredo, Arizona Education Association 
 
Vice-Chairman announced the names of those who signed up in support of HB2014 but did not 
speak: 
Antoinette Lane, representing self 
 

Question was called on the motion that HB2014 do pass.  The motion carried 
by a roll call vote of 5-3-0-0 (Attachment 3). 
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Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m. 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Tracey Gardner, Committee Secretary 
January 28, 2014 
 
 
 

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk; video archives 
available at http://www.azleg.gov)  
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