ARIZONA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Fifty-first Legislature — Second Regular Session

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE AND WATER

Minutes of Meeting
Tuesday, January 14, 2014

House Hearing Room 5 -- 2:00 p.m.

Chairman Barton called the meeting to order at 2:11 p.m. and attendance was noted by the

secretary.

M ember s Present
Mr. Escamilla Ms. Miranda
Ms. Fann Mr. Mitchell
Mrs. Gabaldon Mr. Shope

M ember s Absent
None

Committee Action
None

INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERSAND STAFFE

Introductions were made by the Committee Members.

Mr. Pratt, Vice-Chairman
Mrs. Barton, Chairman

Introductions were made by Staff: Ryan Sullivan, Majority Research Analyst; Elvy Barton,
Democratic Senior Policy Advisor; Amanda Orozco, Majority Intern, and Amanda Martinez,

Democratic Intern.

Chairman Barton introduced Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary, and Weston Seidler and

Jazmine Snipes, Pages.

PRESENTATION

Chris Udall, Executive Director, Agri-Business Council of Arizona (ABC), related his

background and introduced the following associates:

e Nelson W. "Bill" Plummer, President
e Tom Davis, Vice-President
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e Jim Henness, Founding Member; Member of Executive and Finance Committees
e Dr. George Seperich, Treasurer

Mr. Udall proceeded with a powerpoint presentation on the ABC (Attachment 1), indicating that
the association was established in 1978 to respond to proposed water legislation. Its purpose is
to represent irrigated agriculture and agribusiness by working to promote and protect water
resources in the state and actively educate, support and promote all aspects of water, agriculture
and agribusiness.

He noted that ABC collaborates and coordinates with various state agencies and associations.
Affiliations include the National Water Resources Association, the Family Farm Alliance, the
Agri-Business Council of Sonora and the Arizona-Mexico Commission. He addressed
legislative efforts at the state level, including the Water Management Certificate Program, a joint
effort with the Morrison School of Agribusiness and Resource Management at Arizona State
University to assist in training the next generation of water managers who deliver water to
agriculture and other users (Attachment 2). He noted that the ABC works with the National
Water Resources Association and the Family Farm Alliance to develop and promote legislative
priorities at the federal level. He outlined federal legislative priorities for 2014 and federal-level
issues.

Nelson W. "Bill" Plummer, President, Agri-Business Council of Arizona, in response to a
question, related that the International Boundary and Water Commission (IBWC) set up forums
along the border about ten years ago to deal with various water issues. The Colorado River
Citizens Forum covers the Yuma and Imperial County, California area. He has been a member
of the group for about six years and the purpose is to discuss mutual problems and issues on both
sides of the border. Presentations are made at every meeting by people from Mexico or the
United States; it is a good educational program that keeps people updated as to what is going on.
The meetings are held alternately between Yuma and Imperial County.

Ms. Gabaldon stated she is a member of the Southeast Arizona Citizens Forum through the
IBWC, which is always looking for individuals to speak and collaboration with other citizens
forum boards.

Without objection, the meeting adjourned at 2:43 p.m.

Linda Taylor, Committee Secretary
January 15,2014

(Original minutes, attachments and audio on file in the Chief Clerk’s Office; video archives
available at http://www.azleg.gov)
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