Fifty-first Legislature Commerce, Energy and Military
Second Regular Session S.C.R. 1008

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, ENERGY AND MILITARY
SENATE AMENDMENTS TO S.C.R. 1008

(Reference to printed resolution)
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"Whereas, Arizona offers a constellation of military installations that
provide the United States Department of Defense (DoD) with unparalleled
access to high-quality, weather-friendly and cost-effective training for
American armed forces. These military installations enhance joint training,
development of new and improved communications and intelligence capabilities;
and

Whereas, the constellation of military installations Tocated in Arizona
provide DoD with unparalleled resources, including an integrated network of
bases, testing and training facilities, ranges and airspace that operate
within a physical environment that is uniquely suited to DoD's individual and
combined mission objectives and to the nation's evolving defense posture; and

Whereas, Arizona's military installations contribute more than $9
billion annually to our state's economy; and

Whereas, Arizona will host two F-35 joint strike fighter wings and is
home to fourteen F-35 suppliers, which alone have an economic impact of $98
million; and

Whereas, Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, built by the City of Tucson in
1927 in hopes that the military would eventually establish air operations
there, has served Arizona for 86 years. Davis-Monthan Air Force Base is home
to the Headquarters Twelfth Air Force, the Arizona Air National Guard's 214th
Reconnaissance Group and the 355th Fighter Wing, which operates the A-10
Thunderbolt, one of the most advanced, survivable and successful ground

support fighter planes ever deployed; and
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Whereas, Luke Air Force Base, constructed in 1941 on land that the City
of Phoenix donated and named in honor of Arizona's World War I Fighter Ace,
is home to the 56th Fighter Wing, the Tlargest fighter wing in the United
States Air Force, and has been selected to be the home of the F-35A Lightning
IT Joint Strike Fighter Pilot Training Center, which will make Luke Air Force
Base the largest F-35 base in the world; and

Whereas, Fort Huachuca, established at the foot of the Huachuca
Mountains in 1877 to protect southeastern Arizona's settlers and travel
routes, is home to the United States Army Intelligence Center, the Army
Network Enterprise Technology Command (9th Army Signal Command), the Joint
Interoperability Test Command, Information Systems Engineering Command, the
Electronic Proving Ground and the Army Military Auxiliary Radio System; and

Whereas, the United States Army has been present in Yuma since 1850.
Yuma Proving Ground, which was activated in 1943 along the Colorado River to
conduct tests on combat bridges, amphibious vehicles and boats, now tests
nearly every weapon system 1in the ground combat arsenal and provides
year-round training facilities across 1,300 square miles. Yuma Proving
Ground is home to the Tongest overland artillery range in the nation, the
most highly instrumented helicopter armament test range in the DoD, over 200
miles of 1improved road courses for testing tracked and wheeled military
vehicles, over 600 miles of fiber-optic cable linking test locations and the
most modern mine and improvised explosive device and demolitions test
facility in the western hemisphere. Yuma Proving Ground also manages the
Cold Regions Test Center site in Alaska and the Tropics Region Test Center
sites in Panama, Honduras, Suriname and Hawaii; and

Whereas, Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, established as an Army Air
Corps training field during World War II and reestablished as a military air
field in 1951 following a 47-day nonstop flight over the city to highlight
the area's ideal flying weather, is currently the busiest air station in the
United States Marine Corps. It is the principal operating base for the AV-8

Harrier and AV-8B Harrier II under Marine Aircraft Group 13 and is the Marine
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Corps' first operating base for the F-35B variant of the F-35 Lightning II
Joint Strike Fighter; and

Whereas, the Arizona National Guard has deployed over 12,000 soldiers
and airmen since September 11, 2001 and is composed of three army ground
commands, one army combat aviation command, three air wings, one regional
training institution, three regional training sites and 22 local armories;
and

Whereas, Arizona is one of only nine states whose Army National Guard
operates an Army Combat Aviation Battalion of 24 Apache attack helicopters at
the Western Army Aviation Training Site in Marana. Additionally, Arizona is
unique in that, in addition to fielding the Apache attack helicopter, Arizona
is home to the Apache people, after which the attack helicopter is named, and
also tests and builds the Apache attack helicopters in Mesa; and

Whereas, the Arizona Air National Guard operates the 214th
Reconnaissance Group at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, the 161st Air Refueling
Wing at Sky Harbor International Airport and the 162nd Fighter Wing, the
largest Air National Guard fighter wing 1in the nation, at Tucson
International Airport; and

Whereas, Arizona cities, towns and counties in partnership with the
Governor and the Legislature have a long, committed history and reputation

for ensuring that Arizona is a military-friendly state."

Page 2, strike Tines 12, 13 and 14, 1insert:

"l. That the Members of the Legislature recognize the unique assets
that the State of Arizona provides in order to test and train our nation's
military and the importance of these assets to our national defense.

2. That the Members of the Legislature recognize the beneficial
economic impact that the State of Arizona enjoys due to the federal military
installations and missions located in Arizona.

3. That the Members of the Legislature fully support the varied
missions of the military within the State of Arizona.

4. That the Members of the Legislature support the men, women and

families of our nation's military.
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5. That the Members of the Legislature support the United States
Congress and United States Department of Defense in fully and continuously
supporting the varied missions of the military within the State of Arizona."

Amend title to conform
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