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Purpose 
 
            Subject to voter approval, constitutionally permits the people of Arizona to reject a 
federal action they determine violates the U.S. Constitution, and prohibits Arizona from 
enforcing or cooperating with such a federal action. 
 
Background 
 

The U.S. Constitution defines the powers of the legislative, executive and judicial 
branches of the federal government and reserves certain rights and powers to the states and the 
people of the United States. Article II, Section 3 of the Arizona Constitution states that the U.S. 
Constitution is the supreme law of the land. 
 

Article IV of the Arizona Constitution grants the people of this state the power of the 
initiative, through which 10 percent of the qualified electors may propose any measure and 15 
percent of the qualified electors may propose an amendment to the state Constitution. Article IV 
also grants the power of referendum, through which any act of the Legislature must be submitted 
to the people at the polls at the request of five percent of the qualified electors. Initiatives and 
referendums are voted on at the next regular general election, may not be repealed by the 
Legislature or vetoed by the Governor and may only be amended to further the purpose of the 
initiative or referendum on the approval of three-fourths of the members of each house. 
 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation.  
 
Provisions 
 
1. Prohibits the Arizona and the United States governments from violating the U.S. 

Constitution. 
 
2. Allows the people of Arizona to reject a federal action if they determine it violates the U.S. 

Constitution by passing an initiative or referendum, passing a bill or using any other 
available legal remedy. 

 
3. Prohibits Arizona from using any personnel or resources to enforce or cooperate with a 

federal action that the people reject as unconstitutional. 
 
4. Requires the Secretary of State to submit the proposition to the voters at the next general 

election. 
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5. Becomes effective if approved by the voters and on proclamation of the Governor. 
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