Assigned to CEM FOR COMMITTEE

ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-First Legidlature, First Regular Session

FACT SHEET FOR S.C.R. 1014

Vietnam war; commemorative partner

Purpose

Recognizes the service, sacrifice and contributions of Vietnam War veterans and supports
the efforts for Arizona to become one of the first states to be recognized as a Commemorative
Partner in the commemoration of the Vietnam War.

Background

In 2008, the National Defense Authorization Act enabled the United States Secretary of
Defense to conduct a program to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the Vietham War.
According to the U.S. Vietham War Commemoration, Alabama is currently the only state on the
registry of Commemorative Partners, but the Arizona Department of Veterans Services (ADVS)
and the Arizona Military Museum are members as well.

The Vietnam War Commemoration cites that the average U.S. infantryman in Vietnam
saw about 240 days of combat in one year. The total amount of U.S. armed forces killed in
Vietnam during the two decades of involvement totaled 58,253, of which 57 were reported as
being from Arizona. Furthermore, the total wounded during this time was 153,363 servicemen.
Almost 50 years later, in 2010, 1,698 U.S. military personnel are still considered unaccounted
for. Those who served, sacrificed and contributed to the Vietham War are commemorated
through this program.

Thereis no anticipated fiscal impact associated with this legislation.
Provisions

1. Expresses the Legidature' s support for efforts for Arizona to become a Commemorative
Partner in the commemoration of the Vietham War.

2. Supports the efforts of the ADV S to plan and carry out events honoring Vietnam veterans
and their families during the commemorative period.
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