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FACT SHEET FOR H.B. 2513 
 

dentistry 
  
Purpose 
 
  Modifies dental licensure requirements with respect to retired and permanently disabled 
licensees and expands the definition of unethical conduct for dentists.   
 
Background 

 
Applicants for Arizona dental licensure are required to hold doctoral degrees in either 

dental medicine or dental surgery from a recognized dental school.  Candidates must also submit 
a written application to the State Board of Dental Examiners (Board) as well as a $300 
nonrefundable Arizona dental jurisprudence exam fee (A.R.S. § 32-1232).  Dental licenses 
expire on June 30 on the third year of issuance, except for certain military personnel.  Before a 
license expires, every licensed dentist is required to submit a complete renewal application and 
$650 renewal fee to the Board.  Licensees must also include a written affidavit with the renewal 
application affirming their compliance with the Board’s rules related to continuing education 
requirements.  Applicants who wish to apply for retired or permanently disabled status are 
required to relinquish any prescribing privileges and provide evidence that they have surrendered 
any Federal Controlled Substances Act (Act) registration information to the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Agency (DEA) and the Board (A.R.S. § 32-1236, 32-4301).  
 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
measure.  

 
Provisions 
 

1. Removes the requirement that licensees must be over 65 years of age in order to 
contribute services to recognized charitable institutions while retaining retired or 
permanently disabled licensure status upon payment of the prescribed fee.  

 
2. Requires licensees applying for retired or disabled status to attest by affidavit, rather than 

provide evidence, that they have surrendered any Act registration information to the DEA 
and the Board.  

 
3. Requires licensees applying for retired or disabled status to attest by affidavit that they 

are not currently engaged in the practice of dentistry.  
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4. Expands the definition of unethical conduct to include engaging in a policy or practice 
that interferes with the professional judgment of a licensee providing dental services for a 
business entity or compromising a licensee’s ability to comply with the prescribed dental 
statutes.  

 
5. Requires, before filing a complaint with the Board, licensees providing dental services for 

registered business entities to do both of the following if the licensee believes a business 
entity has engaged in unethical conduct as defined: 
a) notify the business entity in writing that the licensee believes the entity has engaged 

in a policy or practice that interferes with the clinical judgment of the licensee or that 
compromises the licensee’s ability to comply with dental laws. The licensee is 
required to specify the reasons for the belief; and 

b) provide the business entity with at least 10 calendar days to respond in writing to 
those assertions. 

 
6. Requires licensees who file complaints regarding unethical conduct by registered 

business entities to provide the Board with a copy of the licensees’ notification and the 
registered businesses’ response, if any. 

 
7. Prohibits registered business entities from taking any adverse employment action against 

licensees if a licensee believes the business entity has engaged in unethical conduct.  
 

8. Prohibits the Board from acting on an alleged violation complaint that occurred more 
than six years before the complaint is received, except that the time limitation does not 
apply to medical malpractice settlements or judgments. 

 
9. Makes technical and conforming changes. 

 
10. Becomes effective on the general effective date.  

 
Amendments Adopted by the Health & Human Services Committee 
 

1. Outlines notification requirements for dental licensees that believe business entities have 
engaged in unethical conduct as defined. 

 
2. Makes technical and conforming changes. 

 
Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole 
 

• Prohibits the Board from acting on alleged violation complaints as outlined.  
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House Action                                                                   Senate Action 
 
Health      2/13/13  DPA   7-0-0-1-0                   CEM     3/13/13 DP 4-0-3-0 
3rd Read   2/28/13        59-0-1-0-0      HHS     3/13/13     DPA 6-0-1-0 
                                                                                        3rd Read           4/16/13           29-1-0-0 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
April 16, 2013 
MY/BD/tf 
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