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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-First Legidlature, First Regular Session
FACT SHEET FOR H.B. 2407

qualified immunity; nonprofit clinics

Purpose

Clarifies a health professional who provides optometric treatment at a nonprofit clinic is
not liable for mal practice action.

Background

Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.), Title 12, Chapter 5.1, defines medical malpractice
action and outlines persons immune to medical malpractice. Statute defines medical malpractice
as an action for injury or death against a licensed health care provider based upon such
provider's alleged negligence, misconduct, error or omissions, or breach of contract in the
rendering of medical services. Currently, statute grants immunity from malpractice to students
in an educational or training program of an approved postsecondary institution and health
professionals who provide medica or dental treatment a a nonprofit clinic
(A.R.S. 888 12-561; 12-571; 12-564).

Title 32 of A.R.S. outlines regulated health care professions and their boards. Statute
establishes the power and duties of regulated medical boards as well as licensure and educational
requirements for amedical profession.

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legidation.

Provisions

1. Immunizes a health professional who provides optometric treatment, care or screening within
the scope of the professional’s practice at a nonprofit clinic against a medical malpractice
action, unless the professional was grossly negligent.

2. Defines nonprofit clinic.

3. Makestechnica changes.

4. Becomes effective on the general effective date.
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