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FACT SHEET FOR H.B. 2091 
 

AHCCCS; orthotic services; restoration 
 
Purpose 
 
 Establishes the Joint Legislative Study Committee on Orthotic Device Coverage.  
 
Background 
 

AHCCCS contracts with health plans (contractors), which then coordinate with health 
professionals for the provision of hospitalization and medical care coverage for eligible 
members.  Individuals applying for AHCCCS must meet certain income and other requirements 
to obtain provided services.  AHCCCS is responsible for covering  prescribed medical services 
on or after the date an individual has been determined to be eligible for the system.  In addition 
to other health and medical services, AHCCCS provides coverage for inpatient and outpatient 
services, prescription drugs, laboratory and x-ray services, and hospice care (A.R.S. §§ 36-2901; 
36-2907).  

 
AHCCCS defines orthotics as devices prescribed by a physician or other licensed 

practitioner to support a weak or deformed portion of the body (Fee For Service Provider Manual 
– 2010).  Orthotic devices include, but are not limited to, cervical collars for the spine, ankle foot 
orthotics for the upper and lower limbs and wrist-hand finger orthotics.  Laws 2010, 7th Special 
Session, Chapter 10 excluded the coverage of orthotic services for eligible AHCCCS members.   

 
There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation.  
 

Provisions 
 
1. Establishes the seven member Study Committee on Orthotic Device Coverage (Committee) 

to research and report the following: 
a) the impact of the loss of orthotic device coverage provided by AHCCCS;  
b) a recommendation on the qualified conditions for orthotic device coverage equating to  

cost-savings; and  
c) the impact of providing orthotic coverage for qualified conditions.    
 

2. Stipulates the Committee consists of the following members: 
a) two Senators from different political parties, appointed by the Senate President 

(President); 
b) two Representatives from different political parties, appointed by the House of 

Representatives Speaker (Speaker); 
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c) the Director of AHCCCS, or the Director’s designee; 
d) a representative of an orthotic device manufacturing company, appointed by the Speaker; 

and  
e) a physician with experience treating patients with the use of orthotic devices, appointed 

by the President. 
 

3. Stipulates the Committee may request information, data and reports from any state agency 
and hold hearings and take testimony from public members. 

 
4. Requires the Committee to submit a report regarding its findings and recommendations to the 

Governor and Legislature and provide a copy to the Secretary of State by October 1, 2013.  
 
5. Repeals the committee on October 1, 2014. 
 
6. Becomes effective on the general effective date.  
 
 
Amendments Adopted by the Health & Human Services Committee 
 

• Removes the inclusion of orthotic device coverage within AHCCCS.  
 
 
Amendments Adopted by the Appropriations Committee 
 

• Removes the inclusion of orthotic device coverage within AHCCCS.  
 
 
House Action 
 
Health      2/20/13   DP       8-0-0-0 
APPROP  2/27/13   DPA     10-0-0-1 
3rd Read    3/06/13         51-7-2-0   

Senate Action 
 
HHS  3/20/13   DPA     7-0-0-0 
APPROP 3/26/13   DPA     9-0-0-0 
  

 
Prepared by Senate Research 
March 26, 2013 
MY/OM/tf 
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