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music therapists; licensure 

 
Purpose 
 
 Establishes certification for music therapists within the Department of Health Services 
(DHS) and allows the Director of DHS to adopt necessary rules.   
  
Background 
 
 The Arizona Music Therapy State Task Force submitted a sunrise application on August 
30, 2012 to petition the Legislature for approval to recognize the profession of music therapy via 
licensure through the DHS.  The Joint Legislative Audit Committee convened on January 31, 
2013 and assigned the application to the Senate Health and Human Services and House Health 
Committee of Reference (COR) for consideration of the regulatory oversight of the Arizona 
music therapy industry.  
 
 The COR assembled on February 14, 2013 to conduct a public hearing to consider the 
sunrise application submitted on the regulation of music therapy.  After receiving testimony from 
individuals representing the Arizona Music Therapy State Task Force and DHS, the COR 
recommended a bill be considered by the Legislature on the items submitted in the sunrise 
application.    
  
 Pursuant to testimony received from DHS during the COR hearing, the burden of 
licensing music therapists would be minimal.  Further, DHS stated they would do an analysis on 
the fee structure needed in order to support the regulation of music therapist through a self-
funded mechanism.   
   
Provisions 
 
1. Requires an applicant for certification to: 

a) submit an application and prescribed fee; 
b) be at least 18 years of age;  
c) hold a bachelor’s degree, or higher, in music therapy from a program approved by the 

American Music Therapy Association (AMTA) or any successor organization, and within 
an accredited college or university, or its equivalent; 

d) successfully complete at least 1200 hours of clinical training, with at least 180 hours in 
pre-internship experiences and at least 900 hours in internship experiences;  

e) if licensed or certified in another jurisdiction, provide evidence the license or certification 
is in good standing; and 
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f) provide proof of passing the examination for board certification offered by the 
Certification Board for Music Therapists (or successor) or provide proof of being 
transitioned into board certification and that the applicant is currently a board certified 
music therapist. 

 
2. Requires the Director to deposit all monies collected into the Health Services Licensing Fund 

and begin issuing certificates October 1, 2014, to each applicant who meets prescribed 
requirements.  

 
3. Allows the Director to adopt rules to establish fees, certification period, process for renewals 

and rules necessary to carry out certification for music therapists.  
 

4. Clarifies this section does not prohibit the following, if the person does not claim to be a 
board certified music therapist or music therapist: 
a) a person who is regulated in another profession as outlined or supervised by such 

regulated person from performing work that includes the incidental use of music;  
b) the practice of music therapy by a student as part of a program study as outlined;  
c) any person practicing music therapy under the supervision of a board certified music 

therapist in pursuit of the minimum clinical training hours; or  
d) any person whose training and national certification attests to the individual’s preparation 

and ability to practice in a certified profession or occupation. 
 

5. Sunsets the certification on July 1, 2019 
 
6. Defines board certified music therapist, Director, music therapist and practice of music 

therapy. 
 
7. Exempts DHS from rule making requirements for one year for purposes of this act.  
 
8. Becomes effective on the general effective date.  

 
Amendments Adopted by the HHS Committee 
 

• Added music therapist to the definition of a health professional and added definitions for 
DHS and DHS Director.  

 
Amendments Adopted by the APPROP Committee 

 
1. Adds provisions of the HHS Committee amendment and further clarifies the practice of 

music therapy does not include the diagnosis of any physical or mental disorder. 
 
2. Eliminates the Massage Therapist Fund and provides for monies to be deposited into the 

Health Services Licensing Fund.  
 
3. Clarifies licensing requirements.  
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Amendments Adopted by the Committee of the Whole 
 

1. Changes the regulation of music therapists from licensure to certification. 
  
2. Eliminates provisions pertaining to an advisory committee, unprofessional conduct, 

violations and penalties.  
 

3. Deposits monies collected into DHS’s Health Services Licensing Fund. 
 

4. Sunsets the certification July 1, 2019  
 
Senate Action 
HHS        2/20/13     DPA          7-0-0-0 
APPROP   2/26/13     DPA     7-1-1-0 
3rd Read     3/19/13                   24-6-0-0 
 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
April 1, 2013 
MY/tf 
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