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fingerprint clearance cardholders; background checks 

 
Purpose 
 
           Specifies that a person who holds a valid fingerprint clearance card is not required to 
submit a full set of fingerprints for a criminal history records check for any other reason. 
 
Background 
 

Arizona statutes require a fingerprint clearance card for several types of professional 
licensure, certification and state jobs, mainly those that involve working with children or 
vulnerable adults. The Department of Public Safety (DPS) must deny a card if an applicant is 
subject to registration as a sex offender, has been convicted of or is awaiting trial for certain 
crimes listed in statute or if it cannot determine the outcome of an arrest for these crimes within 
30 business days of receiving the criminal records. 
 

Other types of licensure, certification and employment require a state and federal 
criminal records check, rather than a fingerprint clearance card, such as investment adviser and 
massage therapy licenses, school bus driver and home inspector certification, and employment as 
information technology personnel in the Arizona Department of Administration, among others.  
Some types of certification may require both.  For example, in order to be certified to adopt a 
person must have a valid card; however, statute also allows an officer of the court to require a 
state and federal criminal records check when investigating whether the person is fit to adopt 
children.  A state and federal criminal records check requires a person to be fingerprinted. 
Instead of reviewing and comparing the person’s record to the list of precluding offenses in 
statute, DPS sends the record to the submitting agency, which in turn determines whether to 
issue a license or employ the person. 
 

Application for a fingerprint clearance card costs $65 or $69 for volunteers or employees, 
respectively, while a state and federal criminal records check requires a fee of approximately 
$25. There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 
legislation. 
 
Provisions 
 
1. Exempts a person who holds a valid fingerprint clearance card from submitting a full set of 

fingerprints for the purpose of obtaining a state and federal criminal history records check for 
any other reason. 

 
2. Requires a statement related to that exemption to be printed on the card. 
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3. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 
 
Prepared by Senate Research 
February 11, 2013 
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