Assigned to APPROP FOR COMMITTEE

ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-First Legidlature, First Regular Session

FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1325

concealed firearms; schools; authorization reguirements

Purpose

Authorizes the governing board of an educational institution to allow certain teachers or
administrators to possess a concealed firearm.

Background

Currently, knowingly possessing a deadly weapon on school grounds constitutes an
offense of misconduct involving weapons and is classified as a class 1 misdemeanor. Possession
of a deadly weapon on school grounds does not constitute an act of misconduct involving
weapons if the firearm is not loaded and is carried within a means of transportation controlled by
an adult, the firearm is for use on the school grounds in an approved program, or the firearm is
carried by a person authorized to carry a concealed weapon and is in possession of a certificate
of firearms proficiency (A.R.S. § 13-3102).

Federal law prohibits a person from knowingly possessing a firearm in a school zone
unless certain requirements are met (18 U.S.C. § 922). The possession of a firearm in a school
zone is permitted if the firearm is: @) on private property not part of school grounds; b) possessed
by an individual licensed and qualified under the laws of the state or political subdivision in
which the school zone is located; ¢) not loaded and in alocked container or locked firearms rack
on amotor vehicle; d) possessed by an individual for use in a program approved by the school; €)
possessed by an individual in accordance with a contract with the school; f) possessed by a law
enforcement officer acting in their official capacity; or g) unloaded and possessed by an
individual crossing school premises to gain access to lands open for hunting if authorized by the
school.

According to 18 U.S.C. § 921 school zone means in, or on the grounds of, a public,
parochia or private school or within a distance of 1,000 feet from the grounds of a public,
parochial or private school. Additionally, 18 U.S.C. § 921 defines school as a school
thatprovides elementary or secondary education, as determined under state law.

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund.
Provisions
1. Allows the governing board of an educational ingtitution to authorize a teacher or an
administrator to possess a concealed firearm on the property of an educational institution

under the following conditions:
a) the school where the authorized person possesses the concealed firearm:
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1. hasless than 600 students enrolled;
ii. ismore than 30 minutes and 20 miles away from the closest law enforcement
facility; and
iii. doesnot have a school resource officer;

b) the governing board must consider the person’s temperament, personality and, if
applicable, previous reactions to a crisis before authorizing a person to possess a
concealed carry permit;

c) theauthorized person must:

i. possessavalid fingerprint clearance card;
ii. possessavalid concealed carry permit;
iii. annually attend firearm training approved by the Arizona Peace Officer Standards
and Training Board that covers the following topics:
i
ii.
ii.
Iv. useammunition that is frangible or designed to have a reduced ricochet hazard; and
v. not be aprohibited possessor and the firearm must not be a prohibited weapon.

d) thefirearm remains concealed on the authorized person at al times or is stored in secure

locked storage.

2. Clarifies that possession of a firearm by a person authorized by the governing board or body
of a school to possess a concealed firearm on school grounds does not constitute misconduct
involving weapons.

3. Makestechnical and conforming changes.

4. Becomes effective on the general effective date.

Prepared by Senate Research

February 22, 2013
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