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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-First Legidlature, First Regular Session

AMENDED
FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1261

permanent early voting lists; amendments

Purpose

Permits the county recorder or other officer in charge of elections to modify the
permanent early voting list (PEVL), under certain specified circumstances. Requires PEVL
request forms distributed by a candidate, a political committee or another organization to include
and be returned with a prescribed statement.

Background

According to statute, any voter is permitted to request to be included on a permanent list
of voters to receive an early ballot for any election for which the county voter registration roll is
used to prepare the election register. The county recorder of each county is required to maintain
the PEVL as part of the voter registration roll. In order to be included on the PEVL, the voter is
required to make a written request that the voter's name be added to the PEVL for all electionsin
which the voter is eligible to vote. Currently, a PEVL request form requires the voter to provide
the voter's name, residence address, mailing address in the voter's county of residence, date of
birth and signature. Additionally, a PEVL request form requires a statement attesting that the
voter isaregistered voter who is eligible to vote in the county of residence (A.R.S. § 16-544).

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this
legislation.

Provisions

1. Permits the county recorder or other officer in charge of elections to send a notice, by
December 1 of each even-numbered year, to voters on the PEVL who did not vote an
early ballot in the primary election and the general election for the two most recent
general elections for federal office.

2. Requires the notice to inform the voter that if the voter wishes to remain on the PEVL the
voter isrequired to do both of the following:
a. confirminwriting the voter’s desire to remain on the PEVL; and
b. return the completed notice containing the voter’s signature, address and date of
birth, to the county officer in charge of elections within 30 days after receipt.

3. Requires the county officer in charge of elections to remove a voter's name from the
PEVL if the voter fails to respond to the notice as required, with certain exceptions.
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4. Requires PEVL request forms distributed by a candidate, political committee or other
organization to include a prescribed statement.

5. Specifies PEVL request forms submitted without the statement as prescribed are valid for
the purpose of receiving an early ballot for the immediately succeeding election.

6. Prohibits a voter’s name from being placed on PEVL if the requirement related to the
prescribed PEVL request form statement is not met.

7. Classifies, as a class 6 felony, knowingly altering a voter registration form without the
consent of the person who is the registrant on that form.

8. Makestechnical and conforming changes.
9. Contains an applicability clause.

10. Becomes effective on the general effective date.

Amendments Adopted by Committee of the Whole

1. Permits the county recorder or other officer in charge of elections to send a notice to
voters on the PEVL who did not vote an early ballot in the primary and general election
for the two most recent general elections for federal office.

2. Modifiesthe felony classification for knowingly altering a voter registration form without
the consent of the registrant.

3. Modifies the applicability clause.

Senate Action
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