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ARIZONA STATE SENATE

Fifty-First Legidlature, First Regular Session

REVISED
FACT SHEET FOR S.B. 1037

acupuncture board of examiners

Purpose

Modifies statutes relating to the Acupuncture Board of Examiners (Board) and
appropriates $3,600 from the state General Fund (GF) to the Board for member compensation.

Background

Laws 1998, Chapter 239 established the Board to promote the professional and safe
practice of acupuncture within the state of Arizona. The Board consists of nine members
appointed by the Governor, including four licensed acupuncturists, three consumers and two
other health professionals as outlined. The members serve three-year terms and are required to
meet at least quarterly. Currently, consumer board members are eligible to receive compensation
in an amount not exceeding $50 for each day of service (A.R.S. § 32-3902).

Current law requires an applicant for licensure to have: 1) successfully completed a clean
needle technique course that is approved by the Board; 2) been certified as outlined or licensed
by another state with similar standards to Arizona; and 3) graduated or completed a Board-
approved training. One such training for which the Board has the authority to approve and adopt
rules is a preceptorship. A preceptorship training is a program in which a student studies under
a Board-approved supervisor who assumes responsibility for the training of the student (Board
Rule R4-8-101).

As of December 2012, the Board has 541 licensees and 39 auricular certificates, which
are certificates for people who practice auricular acupuncture for the purpose of treating
alcoholism, substance abuse and chemical dependency. Auricular acupuncture uses only points
found on the ears.

This measure appropriates $3,600 from the GF in fiscal year (FY) 2014 to the Board for
member compensation. Additionaly, the bill authorizes the Board to set non-required service
fees in rule, which could have a fiscal impact as the Board deposits 10 percent of the monies it
collectsinto the GF.

Provisions
1. Allowsall Board members, rather than only consumer members, to receive compensation

up to $50 for each day of service and appropriates $3,600 from the GF in FY 2014 to the
Board for member compensation.
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2. Permitsthe Board to adopt rules relating to inactive licensure requirements.

3. Requires a licensee to post a license in the reception area of each of the licensee's
facilities, rather than simply in the office, and allows for the license to be an origina or
official duplicate.

4. Requires an applicant for licensure to disclose all other active and past professional
health care licenses and certificates issued to the applicant in the United States.

5. Provides an additional mechanism for applicants to fulfill a licensure requirement by
allowing them to pass prescribed modules offered by the National Certification
Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine.

6. Authorizes the Board, through rule, to charge additional fees for non-required services
and removes the requirement that the fees not exceed the actual cost of providing the
service.

7. Requires each applicant for licensure and reinstatement, beginning January 1, 2015, to
submit fingerprints to the Board for the purpose of obtaining a state and federal criminal
records check and authorizes the Department of Public Safety to exchange data with the
Federal Bureau of Investigations.

8. Modifies the definition of acupuncture, updates the name of a national certifying
commission, and removes all references of a preceptorship.

9. Makestechnical and conforming changes.

10. Becomes effective on the general effective date.

Revision
e Makes clarifying changes and notes committee assignment correctly.
Senate Action
HHS 1/16/13 DPA 7-0-0-0
Prepared by Senate Research

January 16, 2013
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