HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SCR 1016

rejection of unconstitutional federal actions
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OVERVIEW

SCR 1016, upon voter approval, constitutionally permits the state to restrict personnel and the
use of financial resources to specified purposes.

HISTORY

The United States (U.S.) Constitution establishes and provides the authority for the legidative,
executive, and judicial branches of the federa government. Additionally, within its articles,
provides for a means for amending the Constitution and binds al legislative, executive, and
judicial officersto support the Constitution stating it is the supreme law of the land.

The Bill of Rights contains the first 10 amendments to the U.S. Constitution which safeguard
individual and state's rights. The tenth amendment confirms state sovereignty providing that,
“the powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the
States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.”

The legidative authority of the state is vested in the legislature, consisting of a Senate and a
House of Representatives. However, the people have severa reserved powers to alow direct
participation in legislative process. These reserved rights of initiative and referendum are
provided for electors by Article 1V, Part 1 of the Arizona Constitution.

PROVISIONS
« Permitsthe state to restrict its personnel and the use of itsfinancial resources to purposes that
are consistent with the Constitution by either:
» Passing an initiative or referendum;
» Passing legidlation;
> Pursuing any other legal remedy.

. Grants the state authority to prohibit the usage of personnel or financial resources from
enforcing, administering, or cooperating with afederal action or program.

« Redffirmsthat the federal and state government must abide by the U.S. Constitution.

« Requires the Secretary of State to submit the proposition to the voters at the next general
election.
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