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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SB 1454 
campaign finance; in-kind contributions; disclosures 

Sponsors: Senators Yee: Barto, Meza, et al. 
 

DP Committee on Judiciary 

X Caucus and COW 

 House Engrossed 

OVERVIEW 
SB 1454 expands the definition of in-kind contribution and prohibits candidates from using clean 
elections monies to purchase certain items. 

HISTORY 
In 1998, Arizona citizens passed the Citizens Clean Elections Act (CCEA). The CCEA allows a 
candidate running for a state level office, who meets certain criteria, to qualify for public 
funding.  Candidates choosing to be a clean elections participant are prohibited from receiving 
outside funds.  Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 16-941 prohibits participating candidates 
from accepting any contributions except $5 qualifying contributions and specified early 
contributions. 

A.R.S. § 16-901 defines contribution to mean any gift or subscription, loan, advance or deposit 
of money or anything of value made for the purpose of influencing an election, including 
supporting or opposing the recall of a public office or supporting or opposing the circulation of a 
petition for a ballot measure, question or proposition or the recall of a public office.  
Additionally, in-kind contribution is defined as a contribution of goods or services or anything of 
value that is not a monetary contribution. 

Statute prohibits a city, town or county from removing, altering, defacing or covering any 
political sign if certain conditions are met (A.R.S. § 16-1019).  The political sign must contain 
the name and telephone number of the candidate or campaign committee contact person, in 
addition to other specified criteria, for the sign to be immune from city, town or county removal, 
alteration, defacing or covering.  

PROVISIONS 
• Expands the definition of in-kind contribution to include the use by a candidate’s campaign 

committee of a trade name, trademark or trade dress item, including a logo, owned by a 
business or other entity that the candidate owns or has a controlling interest. 
 Excludes in-kind contributions from the definition of personal monies. 

• Prohibits participating candidates from using clean elections monies to purchase goods or 
services bearing a distinctive trade name, trademark or trade dress item, including a logo, that 
is owned by a business or other entity that the candidate owns or has a controlling interest. 
 Deems such goods and services unlawful in-kind contributions to the participating 

candidate. 
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• Allows a political sign to contain the website address of a candidate, in place of a telephone 
number, to meet a condition to prohibit a city, town or county from removing, altering, 
defacing or covering the political sign. 

• Removes the exemption from required campaign literature statements for signs paid for by a 
candidate with campaign monies or by a candidate’s campaign committee. 

• Contains a Proposition 105 clause as it applies to controls on participating candidates’ 
campaign accounts. 

• Makes technical and conforming changes. 
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