HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SB 1282
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Sponsors: Senators Cran(].ell, Burges; Representative Barton, et al.

DP Committee on Public Safety, Military and Regulatory Affairs
DP Caucus and COW

X As Transmitted to the Governor

OVERVIEW
SB 1282 is an emergency measure that establishes a study committee on countywide fire districts
and outlines membership and responsibilities.

HISTORY

Counties are not statutorily authorized to provide fire or emergency medical services; therefore
they must seek fire protection and medical services from other sources. Some form fire districts
and other counties or county islands contract with a private provider through community
associations.  Fire districts are political subdivisions of the state that are responsible for
providing fire services within a specified area and are funded by self-taxation of the residents
and businesses under the jurisdiction of the fire district.

Current statute alows the board of supervisors (board) in each county to supervise the official
conduct of al county officers and officers of all districts and other subdivisions of the county
who are charged with assessing, collecting, safekeeping, managing or disbursing the public
revenues. The board is also designated with the duty of dividing the counties into districts or
precincts as required by law, change them and create others as convenience requires (Arizona
Revised Statutes § 48-805).

PROVISIONS
. Establishes a study committee on countywide fire districts consisting of the following seven
members:
> One member of the Senate appointed by the President of the Senate who shall serve as
co-chairperson;
> One member of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives who shall serve as co-chairperson;
> One representative of the Tax Research Organization in this state appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
> One representative of a statewide association of fire districts appointed by the President
of the Senate;
> One member of the county board of supervisors or the board’s designee, from a county
with a population between one hundred thousand and one hundred twenty thousand
persons, appointed by the President of the Senate; and
> Two members of the public who pay taxes to the fire district, one appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives and one appointed by the President of the
Senate.
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Requires the study committee to research and report on the following:

>

The background and history of fire districts in Arizona, including their tax structure,
governance, and relationship to other political subdivisions, as well asthe role of counties
in overseeing fire districts;

Reports of financial or operational mismanagement by fire districts, as well as unethical
or unprofessional conduct by board members and employees;

Potential remediesto prevent fire district mismanagement and unethical or unprofessional
conduct by board members and employees;

The efficacy of firedistrictsin providing fire and emergency service;

The viability of aternative models of providing fire and emergency services to
unincorporated areas not served by municipal fire departments, including the elimination
of fire districts and the creation of countywide fire districts administered by a county
board of supervisors; and

The most efficient and cost-effective mechanism for providing fire and emergency
services to unincorporated areas or areas not served by a municipal fire department.

Allows the study committee to:

>

>

Request information, data and reports from any state agency or political subdivision in
Arizona; and
Hold hearings and take testimony from members of the public.

Repeal s the committee on October 1, 2014.

Requires the study committee to submit a report with its findings and recommendations to
the Governor, President of the Senate, Speaker of the House of Representatives as well as
provide a copy to the Secretary of State by December 31, 2013.

Contains an emergency clause.
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