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OVERVIEW 
SB 1208 establishes a five-year pilot program that expands eligibility for tuition waiver 
scholarships for those in foster care who meet certain conditions and attend any Arizona public 
university or community college.  

HISTORY 
The Arizona Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Program is a federally-funded, state-
administered program that provides funds for postsecondary education and training to young 
adults currently or formerly in foster care. Any person who was in foster care at the age of 16, 17 
or 18 or who was adopted at age 16 or older and who has not reached 21 years of age may apply 
for these funds. Postsecondary education programs attended must be accredited or certified by 
the Arizona Department of Education. Programs include two and four-year colleges and 
universities offering associate’s, baccalaureate and master’s degrees or vocational and 
employment programs offering certification/diplomas. Each student may receive up to $5,000 
per year depending on financial need and the availability of funds, but may not receive more than 
the total cost of attendance in their education or training program. Funds may be used to pay for 
costs related to tuition, books, supplies, rent, utilities, food/clothing, child care and health care.  
Students are required to make satisfactory progress in their education or training program to 
continue to receive funding and may continue to receive funding until their 23rd birthday if they 
are making satisfactory progress at the time of their 21st birthday. 

The Fiscal Note prepared by the Joint Legislative Budget Committee indicates that the bill is not 
estimated to have a fiscal impact to the General Fund (GF); however, universities would 
eventually forego $133,200 in the final year of the five-year program from current and 
incentivized students who will qualify for the tuition waiver. The table below shows the 
estimated impact on universities over the next five years.  

University Impact

  FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 

Foregone Tuition   $63,600   $85,800 
  
$108,000 

  
$120,600 

  
$133,200  

 
PROVISIONS 
• Directs the Arizona Board of Regents (ABOR) and each community college district to 

develop a five-year pilot program to provide those in foster care with a tuition waiver 
scholarship at any university under the jurisdiction of ABOR or a community college in the 
district.  
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• Requires a tuition waiver scholarship recipient to meet each of the following conditions: 
1. Be either a) 16 years old and currently in foster care, b) have been in foster care at the age 

of 16 or c) have been adopted from foster care and the adoption was finalized after the 
person was 16 years old;  

2. Be an Arizona resident and a U.S. citizen or a lawfully present noncitizen; 
3. Have total personal assets, excluding scholarships and grants, that do not exceed $10,000;   
4. Be under 21 years old when the first tuition waiver scholarship is awarded; 
5. Be accepted into or enrolled in an associate’s degree, baccalaureate degree or certificate 

or other accredited program at a university or community college; 
6. Demonstrate continuous progress toward an associate’s degree, baccalaureate degree or 

certificate to remain eligible; 
7. Submit a Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA, each year the recipient 

receives a tuition waiver scholarship; 
8. Complete at least 30 hours of volunteer service each year; and 
9. Remain in good academic standing with the policies established by the university or 

community college.  

• Requires a tuition waiver scholarship to be reduced by the amount of any other federal aid 
scholarships or grants and any other public aid received from the university or community 
college, excluding any federal grants received from the Arizona Department of Economic 
Security under the ETV Program. 

• Specifies that if the pilot program is terminated, the recipient is still eligible to receive the 
tuition waiver scholarship until the recipient reaches 23 years old or obtains an associate’s 
degree, baccalaureate degree or certificate, whichever comes first, and the scholarship will 
still be awarded as long as the recipient meets the criteria prescribed in this Act.  

• Defines tuition as tuition and mandatory fees charged by the university or community 
college.  

• Requires the Auditor General to review the pilot program and submit a report on or before 
June 30, 2017.  

• Repeals the pilot program from and after June 30, 2018.  
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