HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SB 1108

foster home licensure ; immunizations
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Sponsors: Senators Barto, Burges, Griffin, et al.

DP Committee on Reform and Human Services
DP Caucus and COW

X As Transmitted to the Governor

OVERVIEW
SB 1108 states the Arizona Department of Economic Security (ADES) must not require a foster
parent to immunize the foster parent’s natural or adoptive children as a condition of licensure.

HISTORY

The ADES promotes the safety, well-being and self sufficiency of children, adults and families.
Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) 8§ 8-503 requires ADES to establish rules, regulations and
standards for the licensing and certifying of foster homes, initial and ongoing foster parent
training programs, methods for approving training programs, uniform amounts of payments for
foster homes, annual renewal of licenses for child welfare agencies and foster homes along with
the form and content of investigations, reports and studies concerning disposition of children and
foster home placement.

Additionally, A.R.S. 8 8-509 requires ADES to license and certify foster homes. Licenses are
valid for one year. A prospective foster parent must complete an initial six hours of approved
foster parent training. The foster parent and each adult member of the household must have a
valid Level | fingerprint clearance card and certify as to whether the foster parent or other adult
member of the household is awaiting trial on or has ever been convicted of any of the precluding
criminal offenses outlined in A.R.S. § 41-1758.07. Examples of precluding offenses that would
prohibit a prospective foster parent from receiving aLevel | fingerprint clearance card are sexual
assault, abuse of achild or vulnerable adult and homicide.

Title 6, Chapter 5, Article 58 of the Arizona Administrative Code outlines the specific
requirements for the licensing of a foster parent. R6-5-5802 provides that an Application for
Initial Licensure include immunization records for each child household member and R6-5-5823
states each child residing in the foster home must have al childhood immunizations appropriate
to the child' s age and health.

PROVISIONS
« Specifies that ADES must not require a foster parent to immunize their natural or adoptive
children as a condition of foster home licensure.

« Makestechnical and conforming changes.
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