HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SB 1090

depenclent chilclren; placement; g’ranclparents ; stipencl
Sponsors: Senators Landrum Taylor, Bradley, Ho]ol)s, et al.

"3,;%

DP Committee on Reform and Human Services
X Committee on Appropriations
Caucus and COW
House Engrossed
OVERVIEW

SB 1090 creates a stipend for a grandparent or great-grandparent if a dependent child is placed in
the grandparent or great-grandparent’s care as outlined by the Department of Economic Security
(DES).

HISTORY

Laws 1972, Chapter 202 created the Arizona Department of Economic Security (DES) to
promote the safety, well-being, and self-sufficiency of children, adults and families within
Arizona. Consisting of nine divisions, DES supports enhanced safety and security for Arizonans
by focusing on four key goals, strengthening individuals and families, enhancing self-
sufficiency, collaborating with communities to enlarge their capacity, increasing efficiency and
being effective through innovation and accountability. The Division of Children, Youth and
Families (DCYF) offers child protective services, foster care, kinship care, adoption services and
independent living services for young adults.

The Arizona Kinship Foster Care Program was established by DES under the DCYF to promote
the placement of children removed from their homes with a relative, including a person who has
a significant relationship with the child. There are two forms of kinship foster care: licensed
kinship foster care, which is when a child is placed with a relative who is a licensed foster care
provider; and unlicensed kinship foster care, which is when a child is placed with a relative with
court approval and the relative is not a licensed foster care provider. Kinship foster care parents
are not required to be licensed and both licensed and unlicensed kinship foster caregivers receive
financial assistance for children in their care. The Grandparent Kinship Care Support Program
(Program) was administered by DES in order to reimburse grandparents who provided foster
care to their grandchildren for certain one-time costs, as well as a monthly alowance. The
Program ended in FY 2011.

PROVISIONS
« Requires the DES or a specified agency to provide foster parents with a written summary of
known, unprivileged information regarding new child placements.

. States if a dependent is placed with a grandparent or great-grandparent, the grandparent or
great-grandparent is eligible for a monthly stipend of $75, if the following conditions are
met:
> Thegrandparent’s or great-grandparent’s income does not exceed 200% of the FPL.
> Thegrandparent or great-grandparent is not alicensed foster parent.
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> The grandparent or great-grandparent does not receive cash assistance through the
temporary assistance for needy families program.

» The grandparent or great-grandparent does not receive a subsidy through the permanent
guardianship subsidy program.

> The grandparent or great-grandparent along with the dependent child is legally located in
the United States.
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