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OVERVIEW 
SB 1075 modifies the procedural requirements relating to the immobilization and impoundment 
of a vehicle, and standardizes towing and storage fees.  

HISTORY 
Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 28-3511 requires a peace officer to cause the removal and 
either immobilization or impoundment of a vehicle if the peace officer determines that a person 
is driving the vehicle while committing certain specified violations. Statute also provides for 
when the peace officer is prohibited from causing the removal and either the immobilization or 
impoundment of vehicles. The opportunity for an immobilization or post-storage hearing is also 
provided for in law.  

A.R.S. § 28-3312 provides for the release of a vehicle and when release before the thirty day 
immobilization or impoundment period is acceptable. In addition, the immobilizing or 
impounding agency is required to release a vehicle to a person, other than the owner, identified 
on the Arizona Department of Transportation’s (ADOT) records as having an interest in the 
vehicle before the end of the thirty day immobilization or impoundment period if certain criteria 
is met. Currently, the storage charges are prohibited from exceeding fifteen dollars for each day 
of storage. 

Arizona law provides for the procedure and requirements relating to immobilization or post-
storage hearings. Within three business days after the immobilization or impoundment, 
excluding weekends and holidays, the immobilizing or impounding agency is required to send 
notice of storage by first class mail. Service of notice of immobilization or storage is complete 
on mailing. If the immobilizing or impounding agency fails to give notice within three business 
days after immobilization or impoundment, excluding weekends and holidays, the immobilizing 
agency or the person in possession of the vehicle is prohibited from charging any administrative 
fees or more than fifteen days’ immobilization or impoundment.  

A.R.S. § 28-3513 prohibits the administrative charges from exceeding one hundred fifty dollars 
and further prohibits the fees from being charged to a towing company that performs the 
removal, immobilization, impoundment, storage, or release of the vehicle.  

PROVISIONS 
• Requires the opportunity for an immobilization or post-storage hearing to be provided for the 

spouse of the owner and each person identified on ADOT’s records with an interest in the 
vehicle immediately before the immobilization or impoundment.  
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• Requires the immobilizing or impounding agency to release a vehicle to a person, other than 
the owner, identified on ADOT’s records as having an interest in the vehicle immediately 
before the immobilization or impoundment if certain conditions are met, before the end of 
the thirty day immobilization or impoundment period.  

• Specifies a motor vehicle dealer, bank, credit union, or acceptance corporation or any other 
licensed financial institution, or a person who is not the owner and holds a security interest in 
the vehicle are eligible persons for the release of a vehicle from the immobilizing or 
impounding agency.  

• Requires the storage charges relating to the impoundment of a vehicle be fifteen dollars for 
each day of storage.  

• Requires the administrative charges for the immobilizing or impounding agency to be one 
hundred fifty dollars. 

• Allows the immobilizing or impounding agency to provide the owner, the spouse of the 
owner, and any other person identified on ADOT’s records as having an interest in the 
vehicle immediately before the immobilization or impoundment with the opportunity for an 
immobilization or post-storage hearing if a peace officer removes and either immobilizes or 
impounds a vehicle. 

• Provides for the transfer of authority to conduct an immobilization or post-storage hearing in 
the jurisdiction in which the owner, spouse of the owner, owner’s agent, or any person 
identified in ADOT’s records as an interest in the vehicle immediately before the 
immobilization or impoundment.  

• Requires the immobilizing or impounding agency to send a notice of storage by first class 
mail to each person, other than the owner, identified on ADOT’s records as having an 
interest in the vehicle immediately before the immobilization or impoundment.  

• Prohibits the immobilizing agency or the person in possession of the vehicle from charging 
various fees if they fail to notify a person other than the owner, identified on ADOT’s 
records as having an interest in the vehicle within three business days after immobilization or 
impoundment, excluding weekends and holidays.  

• Requires a statement that in order to receive an immobilization or post-storage hearing the 
owner, spouse of the owner, owner’s agent, or the person identified in ADOT’s records as 
having an interest in the vehicle immediately before the immobilization or impoundment, 
within ten days after the date of notice, to request the hearing. 

• Allows the owner, owner’s agent, of the person identified in ADOT’s records as having an 
interest in the vehicle immediately before the immobilization or impoundment to request the 
immobilization or impoundment hearing be conducted by a justice court, if the immobilizing 
or impounding agency does not provide the opportunity for an immobilization or 
impoundment hearing.  

• Specifies the justice court must be in the immobilizing or impounding agency’s jurisdiction 
or the jurisdiction in which the owner, owner’s agent, or the person identified in ADOT’s 
records as having an interest in the vehicle immediately before the immobilization or 
impoundment resides.  
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• Requires the vehicle owner, vehicle owner’s spouse, or another person having an interest in 
the vehicle immediately before the immobilization or impoundment to have an opportunity 
for a single post-storage hearing for the release of the vehicle.   
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