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off-highway vehicles; use; authority; enforcement 

Sponsor: Representative Gowan 
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X As Transmitted to Governor 

OVERVIEW 
HB 2551 changes a “shall” to a “may” to permit the enforcement of wildlife habitat protection, 
as opposed to requiring it. 

HISTORY 
The Arizona Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) Program was created by the Legislature in 
1991 to manage OHV use in Arizona. The Travel Management Rule on National Forest System 
Lands, as established by federal law, requires each national forest or ranger district to designate 
roads, trails and areas open to motor vehicles. Designations must be made by the class of vehicle 
and, if appropriate, by time of year. The final rule, which went into affect on December 9, 2005, 
prohibits the use of motor vehicles off the designated system, as well as the use of motor vehicles 
on routes or areas not consistent with the designations (36 CFR 212, Subpart B). 

Provisions 
• Specifies that authorized state employees “may”, as opposed to “shall”, enforce the provisions of 

the article. 
• Requires off-highway vehicle regulations to be enforced on land that is either solely under 

the jurisdiction of this state or subdivision thereof, or open as indicated by federal law. 

• Includes a conditional enactment provision that only makes sections three and four of this act 
effective if Senate Bill 1223 becomes law. 

• Makes technical and conforming changes. 
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