HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
HB 2294

NOW: pu])lic pensions; court commissioners

"3,;%

Sponsor: Representative Ro]oson

DPA/SE Committee on Insurance and Retirement
DPA Caucus and COW

X As Transmitted to Governor

OVERVIEW
HB 2294 removes language specifying the eligibility of full time court commissioners in ASRS
and EORP as being dependent upon their inclusion in the Arizona 218 Agreement.

HISTORY

Arizona State Retirement System

The Arizona State Retirement System (ASRS) was created in 1953 to provide retirement benefits
to public employees. The ASRS currently supports 535,501 active, inactive, and retired members
from 707 employer units, including school districts, charter schools, state colleges and
universities, and local, county and state government. Private and non-profit employers are not
eligible for ASRS participation. Employees must work at least 20 hours a week during 20 weeks
of the year and be covered by Socia Security to be eligible for ASRS membership. Membership
in ASRS is mandatory for most eligible public employees of participating employers.

Elected Officials Retirement Plan

The Elected Officials Retirement Plan (EORP) was established in 1985. EORP provides
retirement, disability and survivor benefits as well as hedth care subsidies for eligible
contributing members. Thisis a*cost-sharing” plan which requires both employee and employer
to contribute towards the defined retirement benefit. Under this plan, elected officials includes
every elected official of the state and counties, elected officials of incorporated cities and town
who have executed a proper joinder agreement, every justice of the Supreme Court, every judge
of the court of appeals, and every judge of the superior court. Additionally, the definition
includes every full time superior court commissioner who is a member of EORP before July 1 of
the first fiscal year after the Social Security Administration (SSA) approves their inclusion in the
Arizona 218 Agreement.

PROVISIONS

« Removes provision which states a full time superior court commissioner appointed on or
after July 1 of the fiscal year following SSA’s inclusion of superior court commissionersin
Arizona s 218 Agreement is a member of ASRS.

« Removes condition that a full time superior court commissioner must be included in
Arizona' s 218 agreement to be included in the definition of elected official under provisions
governing EORP.
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