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OVERVIEW 
HB 2269 makes a technical correction.  

Summary of the Proposed Strike-Everything Amendment to HB 2269 
The proposed strike-everything amendment to HB 2269 prohibits a state or local law 
enforcement agency from using drone technologies to gather evidence.  

HISTORY 
Merriam Webster Dictionary defines a drone as an unmanned aircraft or ship guided by remote 
control. As early as 1953 at Fort Huachuca in Arizona, the United States Army began testing the 
use of unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV), commonly known as drones. In 1979 the Army began 
its first major unmanned aerial system acquisition effort with the Aquila program. During 
operational testing in 1987, the Aquila program successfully met mission requirements and in 
1985 the Department of Defense procured its first operational UAV called the Pioneer. Since the 
Pioneer’s success in Operation Desert Storm, technological advancement and use of drones has 
continued to grow. [U.S. Army Roadmap for UAS 2010-2035] 

The City Council of Charlottesville, Virginia was the first legislative body to pass anti-drone 
legislation in the United States. On February 4, 2013, with a 3-2 vote the anti-drone resolution 
called for the United States Government and the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia to adopt legislation prohibiting the use of drone surveillance. [Charlottesville.org] 

Currently, Missouri, New Jersey, Hawaii and Florida have introduced similar legislation.  

PROVISIONS 
• Prohibits a law enforcement agency (Agency) from using a drone to gather evidence or other 

information.  

• States that evidence obtained or collected in violation of this bill may not be used in any civil 
or criminal proceeding in Arizona for the purpose of enforcing state or local law.  

• Permits the use of a drone:  
 To counter a high-risk of a terrorist attack if determined by the Department of Homeland 

Security. 
 If the Agency first obtains a signed search warrant that authorizes the use of a drone.  
 If the Agency has a reasonable suspicion that, under certain circumstances, swift action is 

needed to prevent imminent danger, escape of a suspect or destruction of evidence.   

• Allows an aggrieved party to initiate civil action against an Agency to remedy or prevent a 
violation of this bill.  
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• Establishes a Class 6 felony for any violation of drone use. 

• Cites this act as the Freedom From Unwarranted Surveillance Act.  
• Defines the terms drone and law enforcement agency. 

• Contains an effective date of July 1, 2013. 
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