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OVERVIEW 
HB 2167 establishes rules and regulations for the operation of autonomous vehicles.  

HISTORY 
Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 28-1231 defines an autonomous motor vehicle as any motor 
vehicle that is equipped with autonomous technology. Autonomous technology is technology 
installed on a motor vehicle that has the capability to drive without active control or monitoring 
by a human operator. 

Audi, Google, and Continental were among the first manufacturers to obtain a license to test 
autonomous motor vehicles (caranddriver.com). Google and Continental are hopeful to have 
autonomous vehicles on the road within the next five years (motortrend.com). Currently, only 
Nevada, California, and Florida allow the use of autonomous vehicles on their roadways.  

PROVISIONS 
• Excludes motor vehicles that are enabled with various active safety systems or driver 

assistance systems (systems), unless the systems allow for the motor vehicle to drive without 
active control or monitoring by a human operator. 

• Specifies a person who possesses a valid driver license may operate an autonomous motor 
vehicle in autonomous mode.  

• Specifies a person is deemed to be the operator of an autonomous motor vehicle if the person 
engages the motor vehicle’s autonomous mode, regardless of whether the person is 
physically present.  

• Requires autonomous motor vehicles continue to meet federal standards and regulations for a 
motor vehicle.  

• Requires an autonomous motor vehicle meet the following: 
 Have an easily accessible means to engage and disengage the autonomous technology.  
 Have a means, inside the motor vehicle, to visually indicate when the motor vehicle is 

operating in autonomous mode.  
 Have a means to alert the operator if the motor vehicle is experiencing technological 

failure in order to signal the operator to take manual control of the vehicle.  
 Be capable of being operated in compliance with applicable traffic and motor vehicle 

laws.  

• Specifies federal regulations supersede this legislation if there’s conflict.  
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• Allows vehicles equipped with autonomous technology to be tested on roads in this state by 
employees, contractors, or other persons designated by the manufacturer.  

• Requires a human operator be present in the autonomous motor vehicle during testing to 
intervene if necessary, unless the vehicle is being tested on a closed course.  

• Requires the entity performing the testing submit an instrument of insurance, a surety bond, 
or proof of acceptable self-insurance in the amount of five million dollars before testing 
begins.  

• Removes liability from a motor vehicle manufacturer if a third party converts a motor vehicle 
into an autonomous motor vehicle, unless the defect was present in the motor vehicle as 
originally manufactured.   

• Defines autonomous motor vehicles and autonomous technology. 

• Requires a report from the Arizona Department of Transportation to be submitted by April 1, 
2015, to the Senate President and Speaker of the House of Representatives recommending 
additional legislative or regulatory action.  
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