HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
HB 2144

child protective services
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Sponsors: Representatives Brophy McGee, Miranda: Carter, et al.

DPA Committee on Reform and Human Services
DPA Caucus and COW

X As Transmitted to the Governor

OVERVIEW
HB 2144 makes changes to the Child Protective Services (CPS) statutes.

HISTORY

The Arizona Department of Economic Security (ADES) promotes the safety, well-being and self
sufficiency of children, adults and families. Under the Division of Children, Y outh and Families
(DCYF), CPSis aprogram created by Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 8-802 that endeavors
to protect children alleged to be abused and neglected. CPS receives, screens and investigates
allegations of child abuse and neglect, performs assessments of child safety and assesses the
imminent risk of harm to children.

A report of child abuse or neglect is substantiated when CPS or the juvenile court finds probable
cause to believe that abuse or neglect occurred and after the alleged perpetrator has been
afforded the person’s due process rights. The Central Registry is a confidential database
maintained by ADES of substantiated reports of child abuse and neglect, including information
on the perpetrator, child victim, the abuse or neglect that occurred and the date the report was
received. A.R.S. 8§ 8-807 limits the use of the Central Registry to several specified purposes.

PROVISIONS

« Requires a court to grant a petition to adopt even if the child’'s parent has filed an appeal to
the termination of the parent-child relationship if the court finds that it should otherwise grant
the adoption when a child has been in out-of-home placement for at least 15 cumulative
months and has been living with the prospective adoptive parent or parents for at least six
cumulative months.

« Changesthe period of validity for afoster home license from one year to two years.

« Requires that a foster parent have six hours of approved ongoing foster parent training each
year in order for ADES to renew their license.

. States that a licensee may modify the renewa date of an issued license by submitting an
application for modification of renewal date with ADES and that the licensee must specify the
new month of renewa on the application, which must be prior to, but not more than six months
earlier than, the existing renewal date.

. Clarifies that notwithstanding any law to the contrary, alicensed child welfare agency may place
achild in excess of the number of children allowed and identified in a foster parent’s license if
the child meets any of the following criteria
> Thechildispart of asibling group that currently residesin the foster home.
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» The child is part of a sibling group that is being considered for placement in a foster home
but because of the maximum child limit would otherwise have to be separated.

> Thechild previoudy resided in the foster home.

> Thechildisakinship placement for the foster home.

« Requires a licensed child care agency to submit to ADES on behalf of a foster parent an
application of the license or an application for a group foster home license within five
calendar days after the placement, when a child is place in excess of the number of children
allowed and identified in the foster parent’s license.

« Increases the age of achild, from three to five, for whom the following is sufficient to justify

termination of parental rights:

> The child has been in out-of-home placement for a cumulative period of six months or
longer pursuant to a court order.

> The agency responsible for the child has made a diligent effort to provide appropriate
reunification services.

> The parent has substantially neglected or willfully refused to remedy the circumstances
that cause the child to be in out-of-home placement.

« Clarifies that the primary purpose of CPS is to protect children by doing the following in

equal priority:

> Investigate allegations of child abuse and neglect.

> Assess, promote and support the safety of a child in a safe and stable family or other
appropriate placement.

> Work cooperatively with law enforcement and the Office of Child Welfare
Investigations.

> Without compromising child safety, coordinate services to achieve permanency on behalf
of the child, strengthen the family and assist in the prevention, intervention and treatment
of abuse and neglect of children.

. State for report of substantiated abuse or neglect, received on or after September 1, 1999,
ADES must maintain the report on the Central Registry for not more than 25 years.

« Requires ADES to adopt rules to designate the length of time it must maintain those reports
on the Central Registry, if the reports are maintained for less than 25 years.

« Repealsthe Child Welfare Mediation Program.

. Specifies that to ensure thorough investigations of those accused of crimes against children,
in each county, the county attorney, in cooperation with the sheriff, the chief law
enforcement officer for each municipality in the county and the department must develop,
adopt and implement protocols to guide the conduct of investigations of allegations involving
criminal conduct.
> The protocols, in part, must include procedures for annual reports to be transmitted to, in

addition to others, the Chairpersons and Members of the Senate and House of
Representatives Committees on Human Services or their successor committees, and the
Attorney General.

« Requires ADES to develop a program plan with implementation timelines and funding needs
that provide for alternative response mechanisms on or before December 31, 2013.

« Requires on or before December 31, 2013, ADES to submit a report of its findings and
recommendations for alternative response mechanisms to the Governor, Legidature, the
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Committee, the Child Protective Oversight Committee, the Chairs of the House and Senate
Human Services Committees and a copy to the Secretary of State.

. Makestechnical and conforming changes.
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