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OVERVIEW 
HB 2064 requires the State Board of Dental Examiners and Arizona Medical Board to issue a 
temporary training permit to a qualified military health professional and exempts physician 
assistants serving in the armed forces and acting on official orders from obtaining licensure. 

HISTORY 
Arizona State Board of Dental Examiners (BODEX) 

Laws 1935, Chapter 24 established BODEX which consists of six licensed dentists, two licensed 
dental hygienists, two public members and a business entity member all appointed by the 
Governor to serve four-year terms.  The mission of BODEX is to provide professional, courteous 
service and information to the dental profession and the general public through the examination, 
licensure and complaint adjudication and enforcement processes and to protect the oral health, 
safety and welfare of Arizona citizens through a fair and impartial system. 

Currently, Arizona Revised Statutes (A.R.S.) § 32-1231 enables a dentist or dental hygienist who 
is employed in the service of the United States to practice dentistry on other military members 
enlisted in, directly connected with, or under the immediate control of some branch of the service 
of the United States. 

Arizona Medical Board (AMB) 
Laws 1913, Chapter 17 established AMB to regulate the practice of allopathic medicine through 
the licensing, regulation and education of all allopathic physicians. AMB aims to protect the 
public from unlawful, incompetent, unqualified or unprofessional practitioners of allopathic 
medicine and consists of 12 members appointed by the Governor to serve five year terms; eight 
who are actively practicing medicine and four who represent the public. 

A.R.S. § 32-1421 currently allows a medical officer in the armed forces of the United States, the 
United States veterans administration or the United States public health service or their successor 
agencies, to engage in official duties  if such duties are restricted to federal lands. 

Arizona Regulatory Board of Physician Assistants (ABPA) 
Laws 1984, Chapter 102, Section 5 established ABPA to license and regulate those who practice 
as physician assistants. ABPA is comprised of ten members appointed by the Governor. They 
include four physician assistants, two allopathic physicians, two osteopathic physicians and two 
public members. ABPA currently regulates over 2,050 physician assistants, of which 1,772 
practice in the state of Arizona. 
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A.R.S. § 32-2524 grants an exemption from licensure any physician assistant who is a member 
of the reserve components of the United States and who is on official orders or performing 
official duties as outlined in the appropriate regulation of that branch of military service. 

PROVISIONS 
• Requires BODEX or AMB to issue a training permit, valid for one year, to a qualified 

military health professional (professional) who is practicing in the United States Armed 
Forces and discharging their official duties by participating in a clinical training program 
based at a civilian hospital affiliated with the United States Department of Defense (DOD).  

• Stipulates that the professional must submit a written statement to BODEX or AMB from the 
DOD that verifies the applicant: 
 Is a member of the United States Armed Forces and is performing duties for and at the 

direction of the DOD at a location approved by the DOD; 
 Has a current license and is credentialed to practice in the United States; 
 Has not had a license revoked in another jurisdiction for unprofessional conduct as 

prescribed by statute; 
 Is not currently under investigation, suspension or restriction by a regulatory board in 

another jurisdiction for unprofessional conduct as prescribed by statute;  
 Has not surrendered, relinquished or given up a license in lieu of disciplinary action by a 

regulatory board in another jurisdiction for unprofessional conduct; and 
 Meets all of the required qualifications for health professionals as prescribed by law; 

• Prevents a professional, while in this state, from opening an office or designating a place to 
meet patients and receive calls relating to the practice outside of the approved program and 
facilities of the civilian hospital. 

• Prohibits a professional from practicing outside of the professional’s scope of practice. 

• Allows the professional to apply annually to BODEX or AMB to renew a training permit.  

• Prohibits BODEX or AMB from imposing a fee to issue or renew a training permit. 

• Expands the exemption for an ABPA license to include a physician assistant who is a 
member of the armed forces of the United States and is on official orders. 

• Contains an emergency clause. 
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