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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HB 2044 
AHCCCS; continuation 

Sponsor: Representative Carter 
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OVERVIEW 
HB 2044 continues the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System (AHCCCS) for 10 years 
until July 1, 2023.  

HISTORY 
Laws 1981, Chapter 1, established AHCCCS, the Arizona Medicaid program that oversees 
contracted health plans for the delivery of health care for certain low-income individuals and 
families in Arizona. Medicaid is a federal healthcare program jointly funded by the federal and 
state governments.  AHCCCS operates under a managed care system, contracting with health 
plans that coordinate and pay for medical services from health care providers. 

AHCCCS members receive medical assistance under three primary programs:  the Arizona Long 
Term Care System provides acute care, behavioral health, long-term care and case management 
services to elderly, physically disabled or developmentally disabled individuals;  acute care 
provides healthcare services such as inpatient and outpatient hospital services, physician 
services, immunizations, laboratory and x-ray services; and KidsCare provides acute care 
services for children under age 19. As of January 2013, there were approximately 1.27 million 
individuals enrolled in the AHCCCS program.  

Currently AHCCCS is scheduled to terminate on July 1, 2013 (Arizona Revised Statute §41-
3013.01). During the 2012 interim, the House Health and Human Services and Senate Healthcare 
and Medical Liability Reform Committee of Reference met and recommended continuing 
AHCCCS for 10 years to promote a comprehensive health care system to eligible citizens of 
Arizona.  

PROVISIONS 
• Continues AHCCCS for 10 years until July 1, 2023.  

• Contains a purpose clause.  

• Applies retroactively to July 1, 2013.  
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