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OVERVIEW 
HB 2026 requires local governments to vote, by December 31, 2013, on whether to authorize 
payroll deductions for union dues.  

HISTORY 
Arizona is a Right to Work state meaning that state and local government employees have the 
right to refrain from union membership and cannot be required to pay union fees or dues unless 
the employee voluntarily joins the union. A public employee who opts out of union membership 
is still covered by the collective bargaining agreements negotiated between the employer and the 
union. However, a public employee who is not a member of the union may not be able to 
participate in union elections, meetings, votes, or other union activities.  

Arizona Revised Statutes § 23-352 prohibits an employer from withholding or diverting any 
portion of an employee’s wages unless the employer is required or empowered to do so by state 
or federal law, the employer has prior written authorization from the employee or there is a 
reasonable good faith dispute as to the amount of wages due, including the amount of any 
counterclaim or any claim of debt, reimbursement, recoupment or set-off asserted by the 
employer against the employee. 

PROVISIONS 
• Requires each city, charter city, town council, county board of supervisors and fire district 

board to vote, by December 31, 2013, on whether to authorize payroll deductions from an                       
employee’s salary or wages for payment of dues in a recognized union.   

• States that if a local government fails to vote on this issue by December 31, 2013, they are 
prohibited from deducting any amount from an employee’s salary or wages for payment of 
dues in a recognized union.   
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